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REFLECTIONS, &c. 


Ite INF RODOUOCTION 


E have been long in Expetation of ſome extraordinary 
Proaxttions of the Eminent Convert of Oxford. His AgCc, 
his Learning, and the preſent ConjanQure hath raiſed 
that ExpeCtation very high; and tho the ill ſiaccef; of 
his Diſcourſes concerning the Preſence in the Sacrament, and the Ado- 
ration of it, hath ſunk his Rgputation toa greatDegree; it having ap- 
peared that he neither writes exaCtly, nor ſincerely, which hath lellened 
him much in the Opinion of thoſe, who expeCted great things from him. 
Yet it was thought that matters of Hiſtory would ſucceed better in his 
hand ; for it hath been long believed, that he had examined thoſe Tranſa- 
(tions very critically z; ſo that when I heard that he had undertaken 
this Subje&t , 1 expeRed great Diſcoveries from him, and fancicd that 
inſtead of Extratts out of Fuller and Heylin, we ſhould have found Records, 
Originals, Papers, and the Cotton- Library, often cited, Sg it may be caſi- 
I; apprehended how much [ was ſurprized, when 1 found a Book of ſach 
a Volume, in which there was not the lealt Diicovery of any new matters 
of FaCt ; and rhat there was nothing in it, bur a tedious Repe.ition (very 
jill expreſſed in rough Engliſh ) of Arguments that have been over and over 
again, both made and refuted ; together with a Repreſentation of the 
ſtate of Aﬀuirs in the laſt Age, that was partly defeftive, and partly falſe. 
It ſeemed ſtrange to me art firit view, to ſee ſo large a Book writ and Print- 
e! cight years afrer that Dr. Burng's Hi rory of the Reformation had ap- 
peared, without its taking the leaſt notice of rhat Work, which hath been 
lo well received, ſo much read, ard which feems to be fo well confirmed 
by the Proofs that accompany it, that few Books of Hiſtory have gained a 
more general Reputation than it hath Core; and as none of the Roman« 
Communion have been able hitherto, to ſay any thing for the Diſparage- 
ment of that Work, cxcept Mr. Yaris; fo he hath bcen fo ſeverely ex: * 
poſed by the DoCtor, that this attempt hath raiſed its credit, inſtead of 
leſſening of it. 
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It is true, This Book ſeems to be a part of a great Work, and to haye 
been writ many years ago. For as this appears in many Parts of it, {6 
P.$2. a4 more remarkably in one Paſſage, that ſhews it was written in 
_ the Interyal between His Late Majefties being re-eft ablifhed in hi; 

Throne, and the Reſt anration of Biſbops; and therefore, when this 
Book was writ, the Author conld not youch other Hiftorians, than ach 
as had then appeared : Yet, ſince the printing of it was delayed fo long ; 
and ſince it is believed, that the Author and the Publiſher is the ſame Per- 
ſon, he might have given himſelf the trouble to have reviewed his Work, 
or at leaſt to have added ſome Appendix relating to that more copiousand 
authentical Account which Rr. Purnce hath given vs of our Keformati- 
en, For if the Door hath deceived the World by a falſe Repreſentation 
of Matters ; yet it muſt be confeſſed, that he hath done it with ſo good 
a Grace, and with ſuch appearances of Sincerity, and of proving what he 
relates, and that both our Countrymen and Forreigners have read that 
Work ſo much ( as appears by the ſeveral Impreſſions at home, and the 
ſeveral Tranſlations that have been printed beyond Sea ( that it was too 
great an Omiſlion in the Author of this Recital, if he be ſtil] alive, that he 
hath never mentioned that Hiſtory, nor ſad any thing to ruin the Reputa- 
tion it hathgained, | 

l am, 1Iconfeſs, much inclined to believe, that he who hath publiſhed 
this Book, could not have writ it. For as there is nothing in it that ar 
ſwers the Reputation he hath in the World ; ſo the time of writing 1t, 
ſeems a Demonſtration that he cannot be the Author of it. For what 
Opinion can we have of a Man's Conſcience, of his Probity, or his Ho- 
nour, that. could write ſuch a Book againſt the Reformation, and the 
Church of England in the Year 1660. and yet could continue in the Com- 
munion of our Church, concurring not only in the As of our daily Wor- 
ſhip, but mixing with usin the Holy Sacrament twenty five years after this! 
Such a Criminal Compliance hath ſo many foul Charatters upon it, that 
after all the Charity to which a Man can carry his Thoughts, he can 
ſcarce know how to bave one good thought of a perſon capable of ſo 
black, and ſuch a long continued Diſſimulation, both towards God and 
Man. Whether Oaths and Subſcriptions have not come in likewiſe to 
enhance the guilt of ſo horrid a Diſſimulation, I do not know ; but even 
tho that hath not been in the caſe, God and Man hath been ſufficiently 
mocked. This is that which makes me very unwilling to believe that the 
Author of this Book could continue in all the Afts of viſible Comm 
with this Church, ſo many Years after he writ ;t; thol confeſs he #1 - +5 
From ſo ſoftly, and with ſo little Deteſtation of the compliance ©! :/£ 
p.1go Popiſh Clergy in Edward the Sixth's time, that. this looks too like 

a Mau that was reſolyed to venture on the ſameguilt ; for hetells us 
in 
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5 
in his harſh Stile, that the perperaal eutward compliance of ſome other Biſhcps 
contrarily affetted, ſince there preceded before it Penaltics and Fears, and the 
ſecing of the prime Biſhops to be impriſoned and ejetted for ftanding out, 1s far 
from an Authentical Conſent, and unjuitly reckoned as ſuch. For tho none can 
know Mens Hearts, but by their outward appearances, yet where mens Votes are 
aked, after Penalties, Impriſonment « of othewvs, Threats, &c. which are ſo jtrong 
Motrues of Diſſimulation. Now all that Conferm in theſe, are to be preſumed 
Compliers, and none free Voters, And afterwards without expreſling any 
horror at it, he owns, That many of the Inferior Clergy remained ſtill of the 
old Religion ; which he goes about to prove by ſeveral Reaſons. 

And yet after all this, there was nothing to be apprehended in Page 14r. 
K. Edward's days, by ſuch of the Clergy as would not receive 

the Reformation, but the loſs of their Benefices z which ( if weare not 
miſtaken in the Man ) our Author felt to be ſuch a Frong Motive of Diſſi- 
mulation, that he reſolved tobe overcome by it. If a ſingle At of impi- 
ous Worſhip againſt a Mans Conſcience, was thought fo heinous a crime 
by the Primitive Church, that it could not be expiated, but by a Penitence 
of many Years continuance z then certainly, the ſame Sin repeated in 
the courſe of ſo many Years, againſt ſuch clear Convittions of Conſci- 
ence, muſt be confeſſed to be ſo heinous a Tranſgreſſion, that according 
to the Spirit of the Primitive Times, ſuch an O could have expett- 
ed no other Grace, but to obtain the Peace of the Church in his laſt Ago- 
nies. To ſee a Man change, is natural, eſpecially where a preſent Intereſt 
is the motive ; but it is a degree of impiety, of which one would 

there are few Men capable to lye ſo long, and fo folemnly both to God 
and Man, But1I come now to look a little more narrowly into the mat- 
ter of this Treatiſe. 

I will not at all engage my ſelf to-examine a great many Paſſages that 
are Cited in it, out of ſome of our Authors, and in particular out of 
Dr. Heylin, and Mr. Thorndike : When we objeCt to t of the Church 
of Rome ſome things out of Eraſmus or Caſſander ; Or for Hiſtorical 
Matters, when we cite P. Pal or Thaanw ; we know with how much neg- 
let they put by theſe Authorities, as if they were not concerned in them ; 
tho theſe Perſoxrlived and dycd in the Vilible Communion of their Church. 
And 1 do not ſee why we may not take the ſame Liberty with ſuch Wri- 
ters, that tho they have been in Communion with our Church, yet have, 
it ſeems, eontinued in it with ſome difficulty. And it will not appear 
very ſtrange, if at the end of our Civil Wars thoſe Perſons, who ſaw 
the ill effets of ſome ill Principles very apparently, were: carried by the 
impreſſions which thoſe Confuſions made upon them, to oppoſe thoſe 
diſorders by an over-bending of their Notions to the other Extream. 


For this is an Exceſs to which the Human Nature is- ſo liable, that it were 
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2 wonder if all Writers, eſpecially Men of warm Tempers, that had been 
ſower'd by ill uſage, had been preſerved from it ; ſo that I will wholly 
wave all that he cites from theſe or any others of our Authors, and will 
come to the matrers themſelves. 


—_— —  —— 
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EMAP. L 


Of the Import ance of thoſe Matters Objefted to the Reformation, 
ſuppoſing them all true. 


HE Diſputes that we had with the Church of Rome, were at firſt ma- 

naged with more ſincerity by our Adverſaries than they have been 
of late z They juſtihed their Church in thoſe Points for which we accuſed 
her, and objected the ſtrongeſt things they could to ours; but when they 
felt their Cauſe too weak to be maintained by fair methods, then they be- 
took themſelves to others that were indeed leſs ſincere, but yet were more 
apt to make impreſſions on weak minds. In France, and among us, Three 
new Methods have appeared of Jate Years. The Firſt was to take off men 
from entring into the merits of the Cauſe, and to prepoſleſs them with 
ſuch Prejudices againſt the Reformation, as-might lead them to condemn 
it without examining: To a Ciſcerning mind this method furniſhes the 
ſtrongeſt of all prejudices againſt thoſe who uſe it; this ſhews ſuch a 
diſtruſt of the Cauſe it ſelf, and diſcovers it ſelt ſo plainly to be a trick, 
that it gives every man a juſt ground of indignation againſt thoſe who fly 
toit : Belides, that it affords a good Plea to all men to continue in the Re- 
ligion in which they were born and bred, without hearkning to any new 
Diſcoveries; for if the Grounds upon which the Reformation was made, 
were good, it ſignifies little to an Enquirer into Truth, whether this 
Work was ſet on leapt, and managed with all the exaQtneſs and regularity 
that might have been deſired, or not. Truth is always Truth, from what 
hand ſoever it comes ; and the right way to find it out, isto free our minds 
from all prejudices, that ſo we may examine matters with unprepolleſled 
underſtandings. , 

A Second Method, is, to perſuade the World that we have not yet un- 
derſtood one another ; that Popery hath only appeared odious, becauſe it 
was Atsſ-r:preſented to the World in falſe colours, but that it will be found 
to be quite another thing if ic is truly rep-eſented. The Biſhop of Acaux had 
the honour to begin this picce of Legerdemain ;, our Men of the A1, ſion here 
have roo ſlender a itock of their own, and therefore they giveus the French 
Moe in Controveriieyas well as our Gallants do it in Cloaths ;fo they have 
thought todo wondrous feats with this method of Repreſenting ; but the 
waut of lincerity of that Prelate, in this as well as in other things, hath 


been 
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been ſo evidently made out, that if ſome men had not a ſecret that makes 
them proof againſt all Diſcoveries, he would be a little out of countenarce z 
and our Repreſenters here are ſo expoſed, that nothing is wanting for their 
conviction, but a ſenſe of that ſhame with which they have been covered 
it is indeed a ſtrange piece of confidence in men, to come and cffer to con- 
vicce the World, That afcer Diſputes of 150 years continuance, neither 
ſide hath underſtood the ſtate of the Controverſie: And tho' the ſame 
Decrees of Councils, and the ſame Forms of Worſhip are ſtill received ; 
yet All theſe things muſt of a ſudden ſo change their nature, that in de- 
fance of all that, which upon other occaſions, they ſay in behalf of Trad:- 
tion, a new Diſcovery ſhould be made, giving us new ſenſes of all thoſe 
things z but whatſoever ſucceſs that Book may have had, where a plunder- 
icg Army managed the Argument, yet It 1s become now as ridiculous here, 
as it is pretended to have been ſucceſsful beyond Sea, 

"A Third Method is, the ſetting up the Creed of Oral Tradition, not 
upon the Authority of ſome paſlages of Scripture, but upon this general 
Topick, that one Age muſt needs have delivered the ſame Faith to the ſuc- 
ceeding Age, that it had received from that which went before it ; and by 
conſequence , that. we muſt haye in the preſent Age, the ſame Doctrine 
which the Apoſtles delivered at firſt, 17 Ages ago. It was found, That 
the Authority of the Church could not well be founded on paſſages of Scri- 
pture, for then we muſt be allowed firſt to believe the Scripture, and its 
Authority and Genuineneſs, and then to enquire into the meaning of thoſe 
Paſſages, and toexamine to which of: all the different Churches that are in 
the World, they do belong. Now it was apparent, That if it were once 
allowed, that we may carry our Enquiries fo far as to be able to ſettle our 
ſelves in theſe Points,then this Infallible Authority is not ſo neceſſary to us,as 
they would make us believe, ſince we are ſuppoſed to have found good 
Proofs for believing the Scriptures, and for diſcovering the true meaning 
of the hardeſt paſſages in them, without its help. Now this would ſpoil 
all, and throw out thoſe Arguments that perſuade us of the neceſlity of an 
Infallible Judge, both for our finding out, and for our expounding the 
Scriptures;they are now ſenſible of all this, and ſee that it isa very falle Me- 
thed of arguing to prove the<criptures by theChurch, when the Church muſt 
be firlt proved by the Scriptures; and therefore they do betake themſelves 
tothe Infallibility of Oral Fe adition founding it upon this general Topick, 
That all the men of one Age muſt needs have inſtruted the following Age 
lo the ſame Faith that they had received from the former Age, and upon 
this a great many imaginary Impoſlibilities are reckoned up, to ſhew that 
this could not fail, ard ſo they infer the certainty of this method of con- 
veyance. Now this is ſo extravagantly ridiculous, and ſo contrary to the 
common experience of all mankind, that all that can poſſibly be ſaid to 


ſupport 
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ſupport it, ſignifies no more but to ſhew how many fine things a Man of 
\V it can ſay to prove the impoſſibilicy of a thing which yet every Man of 
Senſe knows is not only poſſible, but is ſo certain an effect of ſuch an Oral 
Conveyance, that it is rather impoſſible it ſhould not fail. How was the 
fi:it Oral Tradition of the Religion delivered to Adam, corrupted ? Tho? 
the long lives of the firſtPatriarchs is a much ſtronger Argument for proving 
the impoſſibility of fuch a corruption, than any that theſe Gentlemen can 
alledge. How was the Jewiſh Rel:gion corrupted in our Saviours time,tho? 
the only Scene of their Solema Worſhip bzing at Fer=aſalem, and the aſſem- 
bling of their whole Nation in their Temple, three times a year, are 
much ſtronger inducements to make us conclude that it was impoſlible for 
an Oral Conveyance to miſcarry among them, than any that can be pre- 
tended to amongſt Chriſtians. Do we not ſee that the moſt common 
TranſaCtions are ſo diverſified after they have paſſed through a few bands, 
that Truth is very ſoon loſt, when it hath no better Standard than Fame 
and Chat ? Do not all Languages change ſo much in a courſe of ſome _ 
that thoſe who lived here 500 years ago, would be no more underſtood, if 
they were row among us ; and yet it were ealte to point out the Infallibi- 
lity of the conveyance of a Language with much livelier colours than theſe 
men can lay on here, If Oral Tradition hath any pretenſion to Certainty, 
it muſt be chiefly with relation to ſuch things as are ſenſible and viſible, and 
that fall under the Obſervation of all Men ; for in matters that are ſpecu- 
lative, it is natural for every man to dreſs them according to thoſe expli- 
cations with which he cloaths them ; and if his Reputationeither for Piecty, 
Learning, or a true underſtanding of matters is eſtabliſhed, it is ſo pro- 
bable, that theſe will be fo well received, that what was believed in one 
Age in ſome general words, will be believed in another, with the addition 
of thoſe new Explications, that it were indeed a wonder if it were other- 
wile, eſpecially in Ages of Ignorance and Superſtition : If it is found that 
in things which are ſenſible, this Oral Tradition is ſo certainly changed, 
that we are as ſure of it it as we can poſſibly be of any matter of Hiſtory ; 
then It is a vain thing to go about to perſuade ns, that this + an Infallible 
Conveyance in matters of DoCtrine, ſince it is plain, that the one is much 
more like to be ſure, than the other can ever be ſuppoſed to be. If in 
the Worſhip of God the Adoration of Images and Saints, and an infinity 
of new Rites are brought in ; if in the Sacrament, the Adoration of it, the 
Cenyingthe Cup to all except the Prieſt, the denying the Sacrament to In- 
tents ; ut in the Government of the Church the Popes have not only brought 
tne other Biſhops to become ſubjef to them, but have broke through the 
Authority ct Metropolitans, and the Equality that was ſettled between 
themſelves and the other Patriarchs, tho' theſe things were enaCted by the 
fiilt General Councils ; if Popes have got polleſſion of an Authority over 
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Princes, when they were either Hereticks, or were fayourers of Here- 
ticks, and have maintained this Poſſeſſion theſe laſt ſix hundred years ; 
if, I fay, all theſe things, which are not only ſenſible, but are very 
contrary to thoſe Inclinations and Intereſts, that are the powerful 
Springs of human nature, have yet been brought into the World ſo 
manifeſtly, is it any wonder, if in dark Ages (in which a blind Obe- 
dience, and an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to Church-men were looked on as 
the chief Branches of Catholick Religion) a great many new DoCtrins, 
that were infinitely for the advantage of acorrupt and deſigning Clergy, 
were introduced and received : Inſtead of gs cn at the ſucceſs of all 
theſe Innovations, we ſhould have had much ntore reaſon to wonder if 
they had not prevalled. 
. But upon the whole matter, all theſe new Methods ſhew us, that 
thoſe who manage them, ſee the weakneſs of the old ones, and that 
their Cauſe cannot be maintained on that bottom, on which the Wri- 
ters of Controverſie had at firſt put it 3; and that therefore they muſt a 
littlechange their way ; and this being an Aze, in which Wit and fine 
Thoughts are highly valued, thoſe wbo fancied they were Mzſters in 
thoſe, hoped to raiſe a ſunk Cauſe z which how ſucceſsful ſoever ic 
be, when it is managed by Dragoons, yet hath never appeared more 
naked and deſpicable, than it hath done of late years. Therefore they 
have given this new Air and Turn to the common Subjetts of the Au- 
thority of the Church, and of Tradition, and have betaken themſelves 
to the Certainty of Oral Tradition, as their laſt retrenchment ; ard 
after all thoſe Declamations that have been made of late, againſt thoſe 
who pretended not tocarry the aſſurance of our Religion beyond a 
moral Certainty, they now fly toa Plea, which if it were true, is but 
at moſt a moral Certainty ; but is ſo far from being true, that we have 
as mnch certainty as we can have for a negative Propoſition, that ir is 
and ever muſt be falſe. 

The Author of this Treatiſe offers us a new Ellay of one of theſe late 
Methods ; for inſtead of attacking our Reformation ig any of its eſſen- 
tial Parts, he goes about only to prove that it was not Canonical ; and 
all this, when it were granted to be true, amounts to no more than 
this, that the Corruptions of the Church of Rome having been extremely 
advantageous to the Clergy, the greater part of them were too much 
locked up in Ignorance, and too much addicted totheir Interelts to ad- 
mit of any change ; and that therefore the leſſer part was forced to 
make uſe of the Civil-Power to ſupport them in reforming thoſe A- 
buſes. But this muſt be acknowledged to be lawful ; otherwiſe all Na- 
tonal-Reformations from received Errors, are no more to be thought 
on, For, ſyppoſe an Error bath overſ] pread a National Church, which 
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is a Suppoſition that none can deny, ſigce haw-lofallible foever the 
Catholick Church may be ſuppoſed to be, it is paſt diſpute, that every 
particular Church may be ſo over-rua with Ertors, that the greater 
part may be infefted z and if this falls to be in a ConjunQure, in which 
a General Council cannot becalled ; and if the Hereſie is new, ſuch a 
for inſtance the Pelagian was, when it firſt appeared ; ſo that it had 
ſpread far before it had been condemned by a General Council; what 
muſt be done in ſuch acaſe, if the Prince may not ſupport the Sounder, 
tho? the Leſſcr Part ? $9 that according to this Suppolition, if thoſe 
DoQtrins ard Forms of Worſhip vhat were reformed in the laſt Ape, 
were Errone«3 or Idolatrous, than any ſuppoſed Irregulzrities that 
might be in the -4ay of managing it, can never blemiſh that Work. {t 
is cei72in, that all Rules are only for quiet times ; in the days of Peace 
and Ordcr, the tranſgreſſing of eſtabliſhed Rules, is without doubt « 
very ccuſurable thing ; but this muſt not be applied to all times. For, 
tho' in a ſettled time we know how much reſpect we oweto Judges and 
Miniſters of State; yet if theſe very Perſons will go to ſet on a Rebe 
lion,and authorize it,all that reſpeCt ought preſently to be thrown off, 


CHAP. I. 
Some general Conſiderations upon what is alledged of the uncanonicd 
Proceedings in the Progreſs of our Reformpation. 


T hath a very il] Grace to ſee a wan of the Romani Communion talk 
ſo highly of the Obligation to obey the Canons of the Church, fo 
as almoſt to Vzchwrch ws, upon ſome ſuppoſed Irregularities in our Re 


formation, Fer what is the whole Conſtitution of the Papacy, but one 


continued ContradiCtion to all the Ancient Canons? And what is the 
whole modern Canon Law, but the Exaltation of the Papal Authority, 
above all the Canons of the Church ? Is there any thing clearer in the 
Primitive Times, than the eſtabliſhing the Authority of Metropolitan, 
that was confirmed hy the Council of Nice ? The equalling the Biſbops 
of Conſtantinople to the Biſhops of Rome, which was done by the 24. and 
4b.General Council? The eſtabliſhing the Independeneyof thoſe Churches 
that were in Poſleſſion of it, and ſo freeing them from all Subordination 
to other Sees, which was done by the 3d. General Council ? And yet, 
tho* here we ſee the four firſt General Councils, all concurring to 
eſtabliſh this Form of Government, the Papal-Power is no other than 
a breaking in upon all theſe Canons. What is more uncanonical than 
the eſtabliſhing Legatine Cemrts, the receiving of Appeals, the obliging 
of Bilbops to ſur for their Bulk in the Court of Rome, the diſpencing "__ 
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all the Canons of the Church, the exempting all the Repulars from 
Obedience to their Biſhops, which is not only contrary to the expreſs 
Canon of the Council of Chalcedon, but is plainly contrary to that Au- 
thority that Biſhops derive from Chriſt to govern the Flocks conumitted 
to their care. In ſhort, the whole Syſtem of the Church and Court of 
Rome, is ſo direCt a revolt from all the Primitive Canons, that is is a 
degree of Confidence, which I do not envy in our Author, for him to 
talk of uncanonical Proceedings. 

Canons are Rules eſtabliſhed, either by Provincial Synods, or more 
General Councils, which import no more but that they ought to te 
commonly obſerved ; for it is plain, that there is no Church in the 
World, that hath looked on the Canons of the former Times, as things 
fo ſacred and unalterable, that they could never be diſpenſed with. The 
Schiſm of the two Popes at Reme and Avignon, and all that was done in 
conſequence of it, was uncanonical with a Witneſs ; and yet how was 
all that buried by the Council of Confterce ? ' And tho? one of the two 
Obediences was certainly in a ſtate of Schiſm, yet all that was paſſed 
over, and without any Submiſſion of either ſide, all was healed up. 

The whole Conſtitution of Metropolitans with their Provincial Sy- 
nods, which was the ancientelſt and cleareſt of all the Primitive Rules, 
ariſes only opt of the ſeveral Diviſions of the Provinces of the Roman 
Ewpire ; when then the Civil Conſtitution of all Europe is ſo much al- 
tered from what was then ; all that Fabrick ſubſiſts now rather upon 
areſpett to a t Rules, than from the Authority of thoſe Canons, 
which can no more remain, the ground upon which they were built, 
being now removed. An@one may as well preterd that weare bound to 
obey the old RomanLaw, or the Feudal Law, becauſe thoſe Laws were 
oncereceived amongſt us ; as totell us, that we are bound to obey all 
the ancient Canons, eſpecially thoſe that had a viſible Relation to the 
Conſtitution of the Reman Empire. Therefore the Subordination of 
Churches, of Synods, and Metropolitans, and Patriarchs, that was 
only the knitting into one Body, and under ſeveral degrees of Subordi- 
nation, a Church that was all under one Civil Society and Empire, hath 
ſunk with the Reman Empire. $o that the tearing that Empire in 
pieces, hath quiteput an end to all that Eccleſiaſtical Subordination, 
Andif there is aoy thing of that yet kept vp among us,it is rather for the 
preſerving” of Order, than that we are under any Obligation of Con- 
cience to ſubmit to ſuch Covſticutions. And therefore, as oft as a 
grezt Conjunfture of Afﬀairs carries along with it conſiderations that 
are of more weight, than the adhering to zncieut Forms, then all theſe 
may be well ſuperſeded: Far all Rules are temporary thipgs, and made 
Kcording to ſeveral Emergences and Occaſions, which altering fre- 
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quently, it were a very unreaſonable thing to expeCt that every Church 
ſhould at all times conform it ſelf to them. And tho? we condemn that 
Diſſolution of all the Canons which the Church and Court of Rome hath 
brought into the World, yet on the other hand we cannot acknowledg 
any ſuch binding Authority in them, that they can never be diſpenſed 
with. 

The methods of thoſe men with whom we deal, are wonderful. Now 
they reproach our Church with a Violation of ancient Canons ; and yet 
when we lay totheir charge ſome of the Canons that their Councils hare 
mace in theſe later Ages, ſuch as thoſe of the Lateran, for the Extirge 
rien of Hereticks, and for the Pope's Power of depoſing Heretical Princet; 
they tell us, that great difference is to be made between the Deciſions of 
the Church i: the Points of Faith, and the Decrces that are made iq 
matter of Diſcipline ; ſince, tho? they aſſert an Infallibility in the one, 
yet the other are tranſicut things, in which we ought not to admit of 
ſo abſolute an Authority. . T his is falſe with relation to Decrees, that 
declare 2 Chriſtians Duty, or a Rule of Morality : For Decrees in ſuch 
matter do import an Article of Faith or Doftrine upon which they are 
founded. And therefore a Church may indeed, even in the Opinion of 
thoſe who believe her Infallible,err in a particular Judgment againſt ſuch 
or ſuch an Heretical Prince; for that being founded on a matter of 
FaCt, ſhe may be Infallible ſtill, even tho' ſhe were ſurpriſed in matters 
of Fat. But ſhe cannot be Infallible, if in declaring the Duty of Sub- 
jets towards Heretical Princes, or of the Popes Authority in thoſe 
caſes, ſhe hath ſet Rules contrary to the Word of God. In ſuch mat- 
ters as theſe are, 1 do acknowledg the Decrees of the Church are for 
ever Obligatory upon all thoſe who believe her Infallible. Therefore, 
lince our Author urges ſo much the Authority of the Canons, 1 would 
gladly know what he thinks of theſe, which are not, I confeſs, Ancient, 
yet they were enacted by the Supreme Authority of that Body which 
they account Infallible. It is true, ſome have thought they could get 
out of this difficulty, by denying theſe to be the Afts of that Council. 
But if our Author be the ſame Perſon with him that writ concerning the 
Adoration of the Euchariſt, he is of another mind. and doth acknow- 

ledg, that thoſe _ are the true Atts of that great Af 
Adorat, of the ſembly, and not only the Deſigns of the Pope. It is true, he 
Euchar.p.28. faith, the ſenſe of the Canon concerning the ſecular Pow- 
: ; ers, is by Proteſtants miſtaken. - But he hath not yet 
given himſelf the trouble of laying before us the true ſenſe of that C#- 
non ; and cne would think that he who writ the Treatiſe that is now 
under Examination, had very favourable thoughts of the DoQtrine of 
SubjeCts ſhaking off an Heretical Prince ; for be reckons vp the wo 
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1 that were in X. Edward's days, chiefly for matter of Religion.as P-129- 
or that the Body of Ay ea Le not wife C_ Whzch 
riſing (ſaith he) of che Laity in ſuch number: for their former way of Religion, 
would not have been, had not their Clergy juſtificd it unto them. Riſong is a ſoft 
word for Rebellion, and one would think, that it would have «fforded no 
ſmall matter of reproach againſt us, if we brought in a company of Re- 
bels to make up a Muſter of our Religion. But to own that the Clergy 
juſtified it to them, without adding the leaſt Word expreſſing our Author's 
diſlike of this, ſhews plainly enough, that how gocd a Subject ſoever 
our Author may be to a Prince of his own Religion, yet he thinks a Ca- 
tholick Clergy may be able to juſtifie to the Laity, a Riſing againſt a Here- 
tical Prince upon the account of Religion. And it ſeems our Author 
had a great mind to makea huge appearance of his Catholick Rebels ia 
K, Edward's days. For, belides that he ſpeaks of Riſings in many more 
Counties than are mentioned by the Books of that time ; he alſo repre- 
ſents all thoſe Riſings to have been upon the account of Religion 5 tho 
the Hiſtory makes it clear that the Riſings overEngland, were chiefly oc- 
caſioned by Parks and Encloſures, and that it was a rage of the Pe2ſants 
againſt the Gentry in moſt places ; chiefly in the Norfolk Rebellion, 
where Religion was not at all pretended ; nor doth it appear that any 
pretended Religion, except thoſe of Devonſbire; ſo that our \uthor 
would make his Party and the Clergy more Rebellious than incced they 
were. In this whole Period he ſeems to have been forſaken of common 
Senſe. 
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Some general Conſiderations on the Regal Supremacy, that was 
raiſed ſo high at the Reformation. 


UR Author hath brought together many As of Parliament 

with their pompous Preambles, that ſeem to carry the Kings 
Power in Eccleſiaſtical Matters to a very Indefinite degree, ard upon 
allthis he triumphs often, as if this was ſo improper, that it alone is 
enough to blaſt the whole Reformation. 

Our Author is much more concerned to juſtifie all Papal Bulls, than 
wecan be to juſtifie allthe Words of our Laws ; eſpecially, the Rhe- 
torick that is in their Preambles. If he believes the Pope Infallible, 
the general Parts of Bulls that ſet forth the DoQrine of the Church, 
are ſuch ſolemn Declarations, that he muſt be determined by them. 
But at loweſt he believes the Popes to be the Centers of the Catholick 
Unity, and all Biſhops are bound by Oath to obey all their Daren and 

rd1nances. 
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Ordinances. Now, when our Author will undertake to juſtifie all the 
Preambles of Bulls that are in the Bullarinm, then we may undertake to 
juſtifie all the flouriſhes that, may be in apy Act of Parliamenr. 

\hen any Authority is aſſerted in general and indefinite Terms , 
theſe are always to be underſtood with thoſe Reſtrictions and Limita- 
tions that the nature of things require, to be ſuppoſed even when they 
are not, expreſſed. St. Pawexpreſles the Obedience of Wives to their 

Hu:sbands in terms ſo extreamly exte;.ded, that as the Church 
Ept.5+24+ 3 ſubjelt unto Chrift, ſo ought the Wives be to their own Hu 
2 = bauids in everything. Heexpreſles alſo the Duty of Children 
a comprehenſive terms. Children obey your Parents in all 
things. Now if one would draw Inferences from the extent of theſe 
words, he might, taking the liberty that our Author takes upon ſome 
of the Expreſlions that are in our AQts of Parliament, repreſent the 
Authority that St. Paul veſts both in Husbands and Parents, asa very 
boundlcſs, and a very extravagant thing. This is enough to ſhew that 
in all thoſe large Phraſes of Obedience,there are ſome neceſſary Reſerves 
and Exceptions to be underſtood ; and if this Qualification is neceſſary, 
even in Writings that were inſpired, it is no wonder if ſome of the 
Rhetorick of-our ACts of Parliament wants a little of this CorreCtion. 

It is a very unreaſonable thing to urge ſome general Expreſſions, or 
ſome ſtretches of theRoyal Supremacy, and not to conſider that more 
ſtrict Explanation that was made of it, both in K. Hegry the Eighth's 
Time, and urder Q. Elizabeth ; That were ſo clear, that if we had to 
do with Men that had not reſolved before-hand not to be ſatisfied, one 
would think there could be no room for any further cavilling. In 
K. Herry's time, the extent of the Kings' Supremacy was defined in the 
neceſſary Erudition of a Chriſtian Man, that was ſet forth as the Stan- 
dard of the DoCtrine of that time; and it was upon this that all People 
wcre obliged to take their Meaſures, and not upon ſome Expreſſions 
either in Acts of Parliament, or As of the Convocation, nor upon 
ſome ſtretches of the Kings Juriſdiftion. 1n this then it is plainly ſaid, 
That with relation tothe Clergy, the King is co overſee them, and to 
cauſe that they ex:cate their Paitoral Office traly and faithfully, and eſpeci- 
elly in thoſe Points, which by Cbrift aid his Apoſtles was commuted to them: 
And to this it is added, That Biſhops and Prieſts are bound to oy all the 
Kin's Laws, not being contrary to the Laws of God, So that here 1s Cx- 
prelſed that neceſiiry Reſerve upon their Obedience, it being provided, 
that they were Only bound to obey, whe the Laws were not contrary t0 
the L:ws of Ged, The cother reſerve is alſo made of all that Authority 
nv. was committed by Chriſt. and bis Apoſs les, to the Biſhops and Prieſts 3 
2d We are not aſhamed to own it freely, that we ſee-no. other Reſerves 


upon 
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upon our Obedience to the King beſides theſe: So that theſe being 
here ſpecified, there was an unexceptionable Declaration made of the 
Extent of the Kings Supremacy 3 yer becauſe the term, Head of the 
Charch, had ſomething in it that ſeemed harſh, there was yet a more 
expreſs Declaration made of this matrer, tinder Q. Elizabeth, of which 
indeed our Author hath takenmotice ; tho I donot find he takes notice 
of the former, which he ought to have done, if he had intended to 
have repreſented this matter fincerely to the World, ( which | confeſs 
ſeems not to have troubled hirh mach.) The Explanation made by 
Q. Elizabeth is ſo expreſs, that eve, our Author cannot find any advan- 
tage againſt the Words themſelves, but acknowledges that they are 
ſuch general Terms, that the Article it ſelf may*be ſub- 
ſcribed by all fides. Since then the declared Senſe of Page 8 
thoſe general and extended expreſſions that are in ſome $8, 
Afts of Parliament, is ſuch, that there lies no juſt Ex- 
ception againſt it; and ſince this Senſe was not only given by Queen E- 
lizabeth, who allowed ſuch as took the Oath to declare that they 
took it in that Senſe ; but it was afterwards enated both in Convoca- 
tion and in Parliament, and put into the Body of our Confeſſion of 
Faith. This Explanation muſt be conſidered as the true meaſure of the 
King's Supremacy ; and the wide Expreſſions in the former Laws muſt 
be underſtood to be reſtrained by this ; ſince poſterior Laws derogate 
from thoſe thar were at firſt mate.So that according to all this,theKing's 
Supremacy doth not give to our Princes the mimſtring either of Gods Ward, 
or of the Sacr aments,.%——— But that only Perogative, which we ſee to have 
been given always to all Godly Princes in Holy Scriptures by God himſelf ; that 
is, That they ſhould rule all Eſtates and Degrees committed to their Charge by 
God, whether they be EccleſiaFtical or Temporal, and reftrain with the Civil 
Sword the ſtubborn and the evilaloers. This is all that Supremacy which 
we are bound in Conſcience to own and if the Letter of the Law, or 
the ſtretches of that in the Adminiſtration of ir, have carried this fur- 
ther, we arc not at all concerned in it: But in caſe any ſuch thing were 
made out, it could amount to no more than this, That the Civil Power 
had made ſome Encroachments on Eccleſiaſtical Authority ; but the ſub- 
mitting to an-Oppreſſion, and the bearing it till ſome better times may 
deliver us from it, is no Argument againſt our Church ; on the contra» 
ry, it is a proof of our Temper and Patience, and of that Reſpect we 
pay to that Civil Authority which God hath ſet over us, even when we 
think that it palleth its bounds. But all that we are bound to acknow- 
ledg in the King's Supremacy, is ſo well limited, that our Author hath 
—__ object tot. | 

Our Men of the Af:ſſion have always made a great noiſe of the King's 
Supremacy, as if it were the moſt abſurd thing that can be imagined 3 


without . 
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without conſidering, That as the Supremacy is explained by the Artie 
of our Church, it 15 praQtiſed by almoſt all the States and Princes of Ex- 
rope : It hath begn clearly made out by many of our Writers, that the 
Kings of Enyl and befor e the Reformation, were in pciſcffion of this Sy- 
preinacy, and that they really exerciſed it, even before they preterded 
io formally toit. 1 will not enter iutg this Enquiry, which is ſo well 
laid open by Sir Rezer 1 widen, that a Man muſt have a great ſtock of 
Confidence to deny it, after he hath read him. In Fraxce-all Eccleſia- 
ſtical Cauſes are carried before the Courts of Parliament by Appeals 
from the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 2nd are finally judged there: Now the 
Supremacy is always where the laſt Appeil lies, and we may ſee both in 
Godtean, i1.d many other modern Writers, how much they complain of 
this as a ſervitude under which their Church is brought,and as an infra» 
(tion of all the Ancient Canons. The Court of Parliament at Pars ex- 
amines all the Bulls that come from Rome, and condemns and tears them 
as ©'t as they ſee canſe : So that tho all the Biſhops of Frarce are bourd 
by Oath to obey all the Popes Decrces and OrCinances, yet this can 
take no cfſe&t rill the Parliament hath corfirmed them. How eafie were 
it to carry this matter far, ard to ſhew that by this, the Popes Power, 
either as he is St. Prrer*s Succeſſor, and thereby veſted with an Univerſal 
Authority over the Flock of Chriſt, cr as he is the Patriarch of the 
Weſt, and the Center of the Catholick Unity, is ſubjcted to the Judg- 
rent of 2 Secular Court, who will cot ſuffer the Sheep to hear his voice, 
till they have firſt examined it. And what is the whole Concordat, but 
a baryain made between the Popes, and the Crownof Fraxce, to divide 
the ſpoils of that Church and its Libertics between them ; for whereas 
the Pragmatich, Sarftion had eſtabliſhed the Clergy in the Polleſſion of its 
Arcient Rites, Lewis the Eleventh, and after him Franc the Firſt, ſaw 
well how much this lefſened that unbounded degree, to which they in- 
tended to carry their Authority, -and therefore they conſented to give 
the Popes their fhare,ſo they woutd warrant their euſlaving that Church. 
It is known what Complaints, and what Oppoſition the French Clergy 
have made upon this Matter ; yet at laſt they bear it, and ſubmit toit 3 
ſo that here the laſt Appeal, the Check upon the Papal Authority, and 
the Nomination of all the Biſhops and Abbots of Fraxce, arc wholly in 
the Civil Courts, and in the King. If it is faid, that in tome particu- 
I:rs the Supremacy ofonr King goes farther ; tho that were ackrowledg- 
cd to be true, yet ſince the more or the leſs does not aiter the nature of 
things, it muſt be confeſſed, That according toour Author's Principles, 
the whole Gall-can Church is in an Uncanonical State as well as we are: 
Bot tho they do not ſtick to confeſs, that they are in a ſtate of oppret- 
lon by rezfon of the Concord, and of the unbounded Authority of 
tier Parliaments, yet they donot think that this makes them irregular 
Or U1ican.onical as to the Conſtitution of their Church, | 
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I might upon this likewiſe ſhew how not only the Republick of Yenice, 
but even the Crown of aw »,notwithſtanding all its Bigottry, exerciſes ſtill 
ſo great a Supremacy in ce ical Matters, that there is only ſome diffe- 
rence of degrees berween that which belongs tothe Crown of Ezglazd by 
Law, and that which is practiſed elſewhere. The Court of the Monarchy in 
Cicily is well known, 'in which by virwme of a forged Bull ( which is made 
out to be a —_ ond all contradiction”) that declares the Kings of 
Cicily the Popes Vicars; there is a Lay-man that is the Kings Vicar-General, 
whoisthe Jadg of that Courtand towhomall Spiritual Cauſes are broughr, 
 ——_ all, as aſpiricual Perſon, and that hath the Ticles and 
outward Reſped that is given to the Pope, likewiſe paid'to him. This is 
the carrying an — — lince it-is in the Virtue of 
a preteaded Bull, which the Crown of Spain will ſtill maintain to be a true 
one; none hath ever oppeſied this co ſuch a ,as tO pretend that the 

are 


pong pen Sors it. So roi the whole 


bearing the other 

ed that to be the Caſe} And if in 

ſame of our Bilhops, or other Writers have 

Royal miacy' too far, cither in Ats of Convocation, or in 

ir Writings, as thoſe things are Matters, in which weare got at 
al who do not to aſſert an Infallibilicy in our Church; 
ſo their exceſs in this, was a thing fo natural, that we have all poſſible rea- 
ſen qxcuſvic; or dvicalt tocentire'isvery genely;] For 2s all Parthes and 
Perſons ara-carried by a Bias very common to Mankinul; to magnify that 
Authority which favours and fiipports them; fo the extreamsof the Papal 
Tyranny, and the Eccleſiaſtical Power that had formerly prevailed, might 
have carried them a little too far into the oppoſiteExtream, of raifing the 


eas bigk. 
But after all we. find, that when Theodofins came'to the” Empire, he faw- 
Selfes half oft overrun with baby; and as the Arrians wert in 
; 
, and 


, and were the more nu they had Synods of Biſhops* ' 
that had met oft, .and in vaſt num had in their favours. 
Their Synods were both more numerousthar-thatof Nice,and were a more 
uſt Repreſencative of the Catholick Church,; fince there were very few 
of the Weſtern Biſhops in that which was held at Nice, And as for the Frauds 
and Violences that were put in practice: to carry Matters in thoſe Synods, 
it's very like the Hrrians both denied them, and were not wanting to re- 
Fmnate on the Orthodox... So-when there was a prerence of ral 
Councils on both hands; here was ay perplexed Caſe. - _— 
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found a ſhort way to get ontof it; and therefore, inſtead of calling a nb 
General Council, or of examining the Hiſtory of the ſeveral 
Councils, which oughe to haye been done. act t N 
ſtem; he paſſed a Law, which is the firſt Law itt Fuſtmess Cooe, by which 
he required all Perſons to profeſs that Faith which was ptotefed by Daw 
ſas Biſhop of Rome, and Peter Biſhop of Alexandria; and yet this Law which 
was a higher Invaſion on the Eccleſialtical Authority, than any that ws 
committed COS pn ar never _* much or : ab Pn the 
contrary, Theodoſiuce was highly tho it te Is to 
a that he paid any particular Reſpe& to the See of Rewre ours 
his joining Peter of Mexandria, ſhews that he made the Faith of thaie B- 
ſhops the meaſures of that Doctrine which he reſolved to procedt, not be- 
cauſe of the Authotity of their Sees, but becauſe he believed their Raid 
Secnded ththe kndepantant. Amhoriy of our Mierzopolieww cit 
t our 
aſſerted, which was eſtabliſhed by the Conneit of Nice; and that ms 
ny |Corruptioris in the Worſhip, as for inſtance, the Worſhip of Ina 
_ —— ey Rr Council, ne 
Eaſt at Conſtantinople, and another in the Weſt at Francfort, to 
tormed. —_ all chis the Supreme Civil ity of Ges Fladon, td 
enattedt fueh a Law as 7heedifine had done, coinmanding all to follow th 
Dodrine profeſſed by the wo hops of this Chatch, it had fet 
wk noche ai She 
the Approbation of a" and yet it carinot be pretended, that 
our Kings and Parliartient fo fummary a way ; For they wett 
much more ſlowly and maturely to Work. 
Bhs whole rhatter, the Civil. Authority hath a Power to Cot» , 
every thing'that is juſt and lawful; and in thar Caſe, che Lawsthit 
flow from it tobe obeyed. And if the matrar of the Laws is fwhul, 
we mult not i obey in! that cafe, but we muſt ſabmir and bear what 
wedo not like, and fuffer what we cannot obey. So that lawful or unkw- 
tul ſcem to be the only meaſures guage to govern our Obedience.And 
25 in the matters of natural Religion arid , no Body can' deny that 
the Civil Authority hath a full Scope tho that is {ti red Hy hight 
ought to be no Injultice, Immareality, or Turpitade in the Actions that 
are commanded ; but where this is not, we are bound to all che Laws 
arerbnore thoſe marters; and where it is, we are bound to ſubmit a 
tO Dear Our , without giving our ſelves the trouble ro enquire, 
en oy, Es 


lar the Civil Authori ought carried in ſuch marters. 
ſame meaſures to our COSTS 


, in mattersof revealed Religion. If the 
King paſles Laws contrary to Scripture, we cannot indeed obey them, b& 
Gaule of that higher Authority to which we are ſubje&, and'in Obedienc® 
to which we pay. all Submiſſion to-thoſs who God hath ſer over us; bo: 
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Reftetfions on the tight Theles, laid down by our Atber, 


FJ Pon the Grounds that have hitherto beea-o it will not he hard 


| pep "an clear Judgment of all poſitions which are laid 
down 35 the oundation this work. | 

The Firſt is, 7hat rhe two primcipsl.Offices, which the Clergy have received 
fraw Chrif, are, (1.) To determing Comroverſes in pure Matters of Rehgjon, 
and to judp what is Truth, and whet are Errors, in Faith and Worſhip (2.) To 
teach and promulgere this Truth, and to execute Church-Cenſures on thoſe who re- 
cerve it not, 
_ All thiss true; But ſince our Author doth not prove that the Clergy are 


ito is only proves, that it is Ta dry of th 
> a; but as the Body of a 
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of the Engliſh Reformation - ' 

Clergy may err, ſo in caſe it ſhould aRvally err, can it be ſuppoſed tht 
the People and the Prince are bound tverr with it? Synod he UE 
uſe for che Unity of the Charch, and- a vaſt reſpe is due to their De 
eiſions; butſince our Author names the Synods of Arrians, the many that 
they had, which were very tiattierons, and were gathered from all 
gave them all the advantages from this Authority that could be debrod 
lo that if 'the Council of Nice had not. had truth of its fide, I do not fes 
why the Viſible Authority ſhonld not rather be thought to lye on the 4: 
rian ſ\de. The Princes -mmenng cl ray or his Oppoling it, is to be 
juſtified or condemned from the Deciſions that are made by it; if they 
are godd, he oughtto ſupport them ; and if they are bad, heJought to 
poſe them; and1n this he muſt judg for himſel every other ran; 

che-beſt hecan, as knowing that he muſt Þs judge by Got. © |. 


do | 
The Second is, - That the y cannot make yer tha ”? wk. 
eulay Government, being charged vy Chriſt ts execute it to the epd of the 


Upon which -he wo Things; (1.) The Clergies —_— —_— 
wever is make any Decifuns in matters of Faith or Werſhep, til they fof 
tained the conſent of the Secular Governour. (2.) The Chris Autborreans the 
Secuiar Governour, or thoſe whom" be ſhoald nominate ro determine theſe mat 
ters in their lead, * * | CT or 
' It is certain, no Clergy'in the World cat make any ſuch iN; 
andif any have done it, 1t was a Perſonal A& of theirs, which was null al 
i ſelf, and did not indeed bind choſe who made ir, it being of its own tz-' 
ture unlawful, but much leſs can it bind their Succeſlors; butifthe 
Church of England never did neither the one nor the other, whata Pre- 
wy alſe Accuſer is he, who as I. me Man, 
when he pretended to be of this Church, | lves now to 1ye Coſ 
cerning this Church as much as ever he did to it? The ſubmiſſion of the 
Clergy related anly to New Canons and Conſtituriens, as the other A& 
empowering a ſele& number to be nominated by the King to form a Body 
of a . Canon-Law, related only to the. matters ofthe Goyernment of 
Church ; the Religion and Worſhip had no relation to it; ſo a coin-pr 

as to matters of Goyernmentis very unjuſtly ſtzetched, when this 1s made, 
a ſurrender of the Authority of determining and declaring matters rel 
ting to DoArine and Worſhip, which no Church-man without breach ol. 
the moſt ſacred of all Truſts cat\ deliver up; but in the matters of 
Faſtical Policy, all States in the World have felt enough from the Yoke, 
of the Papacy to give them juſt reaſvr ts aſſure themſelves againſt any, 
more ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny ; beſides, that in all the engagement 
tho madein Terms that are general ſuch as are all Oaths of Obedience;. 
and in particular, thoſe that are made by Prelates to the , 


then a5 the Churchrenjoys a ProtgRipn from the Civil 


tions are ſtill underſtood, even when they are not Cx ſe] Axl 
Authority, ih 
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Ss Refle@jons on the Relation 
bound to make returns of all engagements, not only of Submiſſion, but 
af Obedience: But tho the one is perperual, the other has its limits and 
when the Church finds irs © ons from the Civil Power really to o- 
rer-batlance the Prote&ion that ſhe receives from ir, in that caſe ſhe mult 
relolve to fall into a ſtare of Perſecution; and all the engagements that 
any body of the-Clergy have made, relating only.to the maintaining a 
Correſpondence with the Civil Powers, they do not at all 
ind up Church-men from doiag their Duty, in caſe the «Civil Auchori-- 
ſets it ſelf to overthrow Religion : beſides, when both Religion, and 
he Worlhip, and che CON (war gw we ya the 
adding new Canons may perhaps great ule to a » butyer 
it cannot þe fu wo. be fo indilpenlably neceflary, but a rather 


than give any e to the Soveraign, they may content themſelves 


with what they have without asking new Canons; and a Church under 


Bodyjof Canons may likewiſe refign up the compiling of theſe into a 


new Syſtem, and che leaving out ſuch as are found inconſiſtent with the 


n it, | 


2T' 


In this the macter mult ſtill be reduced to the former Point; Either the-- 


ds of ach a-Depoſition are in themſelves juſt, or not; if 


” pans 


3 


; for his ſi one is only 


goung 
SED > the it will ballance the i f their 
yp rs t it INCONVENIENCEs O 


of fuch 
towing into a. ſtate of Perſecution ; for-it is to be confeſſed 
that Church-men have by their office an indefinite Authoriey i 


from him; t done unjuft- 


the Flock, which cannor be diſſolved by ad of the Princes; but the - 


appropriating this to ſuch a Precind, ;and the ſupporting it by Civi 
ri nenes, is a humane ching, and: is therefore 6 to the Sove- 
gn Fower. The Princes of Fadah notwithſtanding an expreſs Law of 
God which appropriated the Prie{thood, and the High Prieſthood, to 
ch a Family and Race of men, did turn them oft-out; and Feboſ 
lene to his Princes to reach in the Cities of Fudab ; and with them he 


2 Chrow 
17. 9. 


Qt allo Priefts and Levites, who went and taught the People; _ 


. . 


* Refleion on the Relations 


2. Chron. did alſo ſet up in Fers ured re made up of Levites, e, Priefs, end 


$9. 5-8. 
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chief of the ern raed, ® the jndgmee of the Lav, a o the ciiny 
ET the Peogie ; appoumed Amariab the Chief ws 
wer them in the matters of the Lord : Hezekiab when he came to to Reign, 6m 
manded the Prieſts and Levites ro” ſanfifie mou ANGLE 
farming the Worſhip, 'in which he wene on, t great many of ti 
Prints ionre ace rior howard tn doing ie, but he made ws of chad 
had ſanaified themſelves; and as he bore wit hole bh 
ſo no doubt he would have turned out any that had been 
finding that che Prieſts could not be ready to keep oy Paſſover in 
firſt Month, he with his Princes, end the whole C In. 
= da 


* Feaſt from the 1 þ. to the 24. x __ 


the obſervance of thoſe Feltiviries 

and it having been fo expeeſly regulated —_— 

ſhould be-kept on the firft Moach, a Proviſion 

as were unclean, or ſuch as wereon a 

the 2d Month ; yet here the Civil A 

Paſlover tobe entirely caſt over to the 24. Manth, becauſe of 

CR Sons 
im to ſet up Magifrares t, 

hater the Lirwe of bis God, 54 ynryraler og ears ple one d 

the Puniſhmerits on the —— —— ——__ rhe Congreg ation\ t 

which our Excommunication anſwers. fee what a ReformatidnEyt 

mat in'the virtue of this Commiſſion. Nebemiab by virtue of ſuch 

Commuithion, turned Qut a Pritft for having married a Woman. 

were all as high ſtretches of the Civil Power, as rkny ry 


O—— —__— = vm , ir ought to conſiderd, 
his turning out anjuſtifiable 
thatdothnorſtake ar the Corſtinion of our Ciaitch,Ths 


among the Few; the Law of God afetledontheeldeſiBrenchef 
mily of Aaron, and it went fo 


conſiderable time under the 


of thy —_ Reformat 
mu—ey the People, for which 
Tn if all this was lawful 


| . then it will be a hard performance 
Rf Fa "oe rhals fc Refbrmacioneia 
= did in the Rear fie Cheliin Chih 
| ms Orders and Regulations madeby Devid and Solomon, tho 
4 year Precedents for juſtifying all that Su to which 
7 King hare pretended. But, ſince T know fome hayeendea to 
l ar -b. yin chat they being afliſted by immediate 
thoſe matters hot as Kings, but as Prophets, Tho it 
—_— to "hewhe falſhood of this Allegation ; yer, fince I would 
2 matters all I can, T will not digreſs intoa controverted Point. Un- 
Ss ij they expel 2 Tres 1 lan he 
we lee r riers tO t 
Lhe wr cheſeunder Conſtantine j 
| = ror upon an Appemae by he id Fi he i og 
in} feveral S anting his 
Authority put Eaf athjae out of Antioch, Arbanaſixis out of Alexandria, 
all one of Confantivople, It is true, chefe Marters were much com- 
ined of, as umjirſt, and a5 flowing from the falſe Su ſtions of che Ari 
a ogy "hit it was tot ſo much as p ed, that the 
Eo Antares do For thing he I 
ae of ary At is ring i« 
7 tk nonenk dye perro oo tr ear 
Court of ſoine ſeleted Biſhops, oe” Aer torts op 3 pero hang 
zahcs moſt Cauſes relating to who afted onl an, 
Comiffon from the Emperor. Fore, ds jor Arered 
. ” ay. 
oh {4 
The 44h. Theſivis, That 4 Provointidl or National Smnod camnot rs bp daarm} 
| os Matters of eng and news. Hap. or Abuſes in God: ervice, 
wo Dok ymads, or to -—— oa Uni- 
/al Church in theyre jor re Ak here lick Liturgs 
\s is banded Si the $ inon'of the Pe nfalkbilis of the Charch'; 
that is not crue, then this fallsto the ground, and that is not 
only to proceed upon the Subor- 
. Bbt ifthe majority of chis Body is- 
x be, en hr Ol ion ©o fibent roit, muſt be only a matrer 
Fe done | if Harh)it's limits. Ffchis had been the Rule 
Curch is time, how cold the ſeveral Provinces have 


d themſehves: 56s Grams ae ſorany General Councils —_— 
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RefieJions on the Relations 


dedared for it, or atleaſt hal rejeted the'word Conſubſtential ? but ih af 
condemning the Papal Authority over us, we had both the Council d 
Nice tor us, thathad eſtabliſhed the Independent Authority of the Mets 
politans, with the Biſhops of their Province, for all Matters relatingtother 
Province ; and the Decree of the Council of Epbeſas, which appointed d 
Churches to continue in the Poſſeſſion of that Inde upon aby & 
ther ſuperior Sees, which was paſt Preſcription. We had likewiſe 
cior Councils juſtifying us in many of the Branches of our Reformation 
If we muſt ſeck the Senſe ofthe Univerſal Church in her publick Lz 
eurgies, then we have the Liturgies of the Greek Church for us in manyo 
ther Points ; and the Corruptions of the Rowen Church were ſo grob, tht 
they themſelves have been aſhamed of a great many of them, andhae 
thrown them out, tho a great many more remain {till to be reformed: 
And if the publick Liturgies are to be conſidered as the Standards of the 
Senſe of che preſent Church, as nodoubt they are, then all choſe Kxyyſti 
ons and Repreſentings that are now. obtruded onus, are to be thrown au 
of Doors, aud we muſt ſeek the Doctrine of the Church of Rewein het 
Fth, is, That @ Synod wanti 8 Nati 
poſed or reſtrained, and confiſting partly o, Leh unjuſtly miroduced, and yay 
of Perſons who have been firſt d, with Fines, Impri/onments and Depriow 
riow, in caſe of their Non conformity to the Prince's Injuntt ions in matter! me 
Spiritual ; is not to be accounted 8 lawful National Synod, nor the Ati then 
ree and valid. 
. All this falls to the ground, if the Reaſons upon which ſuch Pers 
were turned out, were juſt. And in that caſe, ſuch V acanciesmaybeyb 
ly filled. Burt it is an impudent thing to ſound much on this, whende 
number of thoſe-whowere turned out, was ſo very inconliderable, us 
was in K. 's, and K. Edward's time ; and if ſuch a fmallterrordsts 
loſs of a is thought by our Author fo dreadful a thing, as & may 
be well Judged by the operation it had upon himſelf for 25 years, fot 
this derogates from the freedom of an Aſſembly ; thenthere never ws+ 
ny free, eventhat at Nice not excepted. For it is the ſame fear whethe 
one is threatned withit before ſuch a deciſion is made, or if they kne# 
that it muſt follow upon it : Now this formidable buſinels of loſinga Þ 
nefice, and a baniſhment upon the back of it, was really the cauſedf tt 
Council of Nile, ſince this was the condition of thoſe who refuſed tow 
{cribe their Definition : So the Principal laid down by our Author,take 
from fear, muſt either be falſe, &t this will annul all the Ecclehuſtid 
_— Garovas were. Re 
Ix eſis is, That the Tudgment of the [maller y © 
ven tho the rv dana don be 1's Tudgmes i 
the Clergy of that Province ; and @ Prince that follows the Directions of #[® 


ba Clerey, cannot be Landed, wa bu Clergy, but to go again it. 
FRED: cat; bt ye ofiae thought fit to give his SanRion to 
the Faith of ewo , upon which all the Arrias Party _— __ 
juſtly ſaid, that he png og ee, rey en by fac 
the more numerous: The Civil Power is bound to follow thoſe whom 
they think are in the right z and tho in common matters, and in fer- 
led times, it is fit to leave things to the majority ; yet if itis viſible, 
that the greater number is both ignorant and corrupt, and that the mar- 
ters under diſpute are chiefly fuch OUNgs that are of greatadvantage to the 
, both > encreating their Wealch, and for advancing their credit, 
then the Secular Power hath juſt reaſon to be jealous of the greater num- 
ber of the Clergy, ſince Intereſt gives a mighty byals, and their follow- 
ing the leſſer number in ſuch a caſe is very juſtifiable ; for humanely 
ſpeaking, it were impoſſible to find the greater number willing to go into 
fuch 
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The Seventh Theſis is, That tho Secular Princes bad a deciſrve Power in ſuch 
matters of Faith as are no ways formally determined, yet in ſuch Points as bave 
been formerly determined , no Seeular Prince can define any ſuch things contrary 
to thoſe Councils, or contrary to a National Synod. 

It is not ſo much as ded, that a Secular Prince hath any Power 
todecide in macters of Faith, whether are already determined or 
not ; bur as for the giving the Sandtion of a Law, and all fecularencou- 
ragements, a Prince mult have a prunes of Diſcretion, by which he 
ought to determine himſelf ; for when he hath given his SanQiqn, he hath 
made no fort of Deciſion in the matter, which is ncicher more nor leſs 
+ tbe believed than it it was before ; but it is now become legal ; and all 

Princes muſt proceed in this matter according to the conviction of their 
Confſciences : Ir is not long ſince ſome ofthis 's Friends thought 
to have carried the King of the Abyſſens to change the Dodrines and Rites Ludolphs 
of that Church upon the private ſuggeſtion of a few Miffionaries, againſt 
the whole Body of his Clergy, upon which that Kingdom became a 
Scene of Rebellion and Bloodihed, cill the King himſelf grew to conceive 
a horror againſt thoſe who had puſh'd him on ſo violently to overthrow 
tie Laws and Eſtabliſh'd Cuſtoms of that Church : So that a Reforma- 
tion effefted by the King's Authority, tho managed with ever fo much 

and violene, is yet driven on by theſe men, when it is on their lide, 
for their advantage. 

The Eighth Theſis is, That neither National Synod nor Seeular Power can 
make any new Canons concerning tht Government of the Church, contrary to the 
ed Conſtitutions of former ſuperior Councils, nor reverſe thoſe formerly 

them. 
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RefleFions on the Relation, &c. iP 

This is ſuch a crude Afſſertion, that one would think that he who # 
it, knew neither the Hiſtory of Councils, .nor the nature of Canons 
Conſtitutions, which are all variable, and are made upon ſuch particle: 
occaſions as required them to be put in practice; and another Scene of 48" 
fairs may make it as neceſſary to reverte them, as ever it was to eftablich* 
them ; '1 he main ſubje& of the Ancient Canons are, Penitentiary Ruleww 
lating to the Cenſure of Offenders, the Subordination of Churches teund. 
ed on the diviſion of the Roman Empire, and the Duty and Behaviour 
Church men: Of cheſe, the ficlt is quite laid afide in the Church of Remy, 
and by their means we were fo accuſtomed to be witkout that Yoke; ther 
we have not been able to bring the World. to it. But we have neverys 
realed theſe, only we let them ſleep too long. The Second, relating w 
the Conſtiturion and the Subordination of Churches, is qui:e ſunk withihe 
fall of the Empire ; for if. a Town that was the Centre ot a Province; tg 
which it was caſie to have recourſe by Letters, and to which the Road and 
Carriages were regularly laid, and where che Civil Goverhment wasalþ 
exercilcd, ſhould atter many ages either be ſeperated trom the ret of-cha 
Province, falling under rare bo. Maſter, or ſhould become a poor and 
leted Town, it is a needleſs adhering to Ancient Cultom, to aller 
the Priviledges of fuch a See, when all thoſe Reaſons which ar firit prog 
rcd to it thoſe Priviledges, come to ceaſe. As tor the Third, which aw: 
more perpetual, we pay them all reſpect, and have never cd them j 
but the Diſpenſations of the Church of Rome hath fo deltroyed themall, 
that it is a peculiar degree of Confidence for any that are in Commuſfen 
with that Church to aflert ſuch an immutability in the Ancient Canons, that 
a National Synod may not be ſuffered to alter any of chem ;. and yer that 
one ſingle Biſhop, whom all Antiquity conſidered but as a Collegue;/ and 
Fellowſhip-Biſhop to allthe reſt of the Order, ſhould be allowed an Aut} 
rity to break and diffolye them all. ; 

This may ſerve to ſhew how weak all thoſe Foundations _ uc 
our Author builds. I come in the next place to examine his Deteiveand 
Falſe Account of the Matters of Fa&t, which will engage me into a 4c 
dious opening of many Particulars that will be little tor our Author's 
nour ; but no Diſcoveries will affe& a Man that could itifle his Conlaens 
bor 25 Years, and that now hath the Impudence to own it. 
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dedared for it, or atleaſt hal rejeted the'word Conſubſtantial 2 but itt ol 
condemning the Papal Authority - over us, we had both the Cauncil 
Nice tor us, thathad eſtabliſhed the Independent Authoriey of the: Metro 
politans, with the Biſhops of their Province, for all Matters relating to their 
Province ; and the Decree of the Council of Epbeſws, which appointedl 
Churches to continue in the-Poſſeflion of that opentenoegen 0 
ther ſuperior Secs, which was paſt ara ne e had likewiſe Jope 
rior Councils juſtifying us in many of the es of our Reformation. | 
If we muſt ſeck the Senſe of the Univerſal Church in ber publick Li 
eurgies, then we have the Liturgies of the Greek, Church for us in many 0 
ther Points ; and: the Corruptions of the Rowen Church were fo grobs, that 
they themſelves have been aſhamed of a great aray *y them, and have 
thrown them out, tho a great many more remain ftill to be reformed: 
And if the publick Liturgies are to be conſidered as the Standards of the 
Senſe of che preſent Church, as nodoubt they are, then all: choſe  Kxpyfti 
ons and Repreſentings that are now. obtruded onus, are to be thrown ou 
of Doors, aud. we muſt ſeek the Doctrine of the Church of Rowe in hit 
publick Liturgies; _— 
The 5th. Theſis, That a Synod wanting part of 8 National Clergy umjuſþy dj 
poſed or reſtrained, and confiſting partly of Perſons unjuitly mvroduced, and 
of Perſons who have been frſ rhrearned, with Fines, Impri/onmenss and Deprj 
riow, in caſe of their Non conformity to the Prince's Injuntt ions in matters meny 
Spiritual ; is not to be accounted a lawful National Synod, nor the AF: then. 
ce and valid. 
. All this falls to the ground, if the Reaſons upon which fugh Perk 
were turned out, were juſt. And in that caſe, ſuch V acancies may bejr 
ly filled.. But it.is an impudent thing-to found muchon this, whent 
number of thoſe, whowere turned out, was ſo very inconliderable,s 
was in K. Henry's, and K. Edward's time; and if ſuch a fmallterrorsst 
loſs of a is thought by our Author ſo dreadful a thing, as it 
be welt Judged by the operation it had upon himſelf for 25 years; fo ti 
this derogates from the freedom of an Aflembly ; chenthere never -wa 
ny free, eventhat at Nice not excepted. For it is the.lame fear : wheth 
one is threatned withit before ſuch a deciſion is made, or if they 
that it muſt follow upon it : Now this formidable buſineſs of loſingal 
nefice, and a baniſhment upon the back of it, was really the cauſe of 
Council of Nile, ſince this was the condition of thoſe who refuſed to 
{cribe their Definition : So the Principal laid down by our Author;tak 
from fear, muſt either be falſe, &r this will annul all the: Eccleſrſti 


— that ever were. | 
The Sixth Theſis is, That the Tudgment of the ſmaller the Clergy, 
ven tho the 16 dan Þ pra wa yn warp d Fader, 
*he Clergy of that Province ; and @ Prince that follows the Direltions of # 
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bis Clergy, canme be. ſoid to ba guided-by bis Clergy, but to go agtinf it 
bars true ; but yet thought-fit to. give er Bae i 
the Faith of two Biſhops, upon which all the Arrias Party mij 7 


7 
uſtly faid, that he a_—_ his for were. 
ro vil tons deans, tes tho 


they think are in the right z and tho in common matters, and in fer- 
led times, it is fit to leave things to the majority ; yet if it is viſible, 
that the greater number is both ignorant and corrupt, and that the mat- 
ters under diſpute are chiefly ſuch things that are of great advantage to the 
Clergy, both for encreafing their Wealth, and for advancing their credit, 
then the Secular Power hath juſt reaſon to be jealous of the greater num- 
ber of the Clergy, fince Intereſt gives a mighty byaſs, and cheir follow- 
ing the leſſer number in ſuch a caſe is very juſtifiable ; for humanely 
ſpeaking, it were impoſlible to find the greater number willing to go into 
fuch a 

The Seventh Theſis is, That tho Secular Princes papegy oy vey dr; ea 
matters of Faith as are no ways formally determined, yet in ſuch Points as have 
been formerly determined, no Seeular Prince can define any ſuch things contrary 
to thoſe Councils, or contrary to a National Synod. 

It 1s not fo much as , that a Secular Prince hath any Power 
to decide in .macters of Faith, whether are already determined or 
not ; bur as for the giving the San&tion of a Law, and all ſecularencou- 


ragements, a Prince mult have a Judgment of Diſcretion, by which he 
| hath 


ought to determine himſelf ; for when he | wen his SanQign, he hath 
OD > erat Doll or is neither more nor leſs 
tobe believed than it it was before; but it is now become legal ; and all 
Princes muſt proceed in this matter according to the conviction of their 
Conſciences : Ir is not long ſince fome ofthis 's Friends 


to have carried the King of the Abyſſens to change the Dodrines and Rites Ludolphs 


of that Church upon the private ſuggeſtion of a few Miffionaries, againſt 
the whole Body of his ergy, Upon which that became a 
Scene of Rebellion and Bloodihed, cill the King himſelf grew to conceive 
a horror againſt thoſe who had puſh'd him on ſo violently to overthrow 
the Laws and Eſtabliſhid Cuſtorms of that Church : So that a Reforma- 


- tion effected by the King's Authority, tho managed with ever ſo much 


= and violene, is yet driven on by theſe men, when it is on their (ide, 
and for their advantage. 

The Eighth Theſis is, That neither National Synod nor Secular Power can 
make any new Canons concerning thi Government of the Church, contrary to the 
Eff! Conſtitutions of former ſuperior Councils, nor reverſe thoſe formerly 

by theme. 


'D 


This 


4 
* 
- 
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RefleSions on the Relation, &c, | 
This is ſuch a crude Afertion, that one would think" that, he who made 
it, knew neither the Hiſtory of - Councils, .nor the nature of Canons'ang 
Conſtitutions, which are all variable, and are male upon ſuch particulyy 
occaſions as required then to'be put in-praftice; 'and another Scene-of Af. 
fairs may make it as neceſſary/to reverte them, as ever "it 'was to eftabliſh 
them : 'T he main ſubje& of the Ancient Canons are; Penitentiary Rules re. 
lating to the Cenſure of Offenders, the Subordination of Churches feund. 
ed on the diviſion of the Roman Empire, and the. Duty and Behaviour of 
Church men: Of theſe, the firſt is quite laid afide in the Church of Rome, 
and by their means we were fo accuſtomed to be without that Yoke; that 
we have not been able to bring the World. to it. But we have never re- 
pealed theſe, only we let them ſleep too long. - The Second, 'relating to 
the Conſtitution and the Subordination of Churches, is quice ſunk with the 
fall of the Empire ; for if a Town that was the Centre of a Province, to 
which it was caſie to have recourſe by Letters, and to which the Road and 
Carriages were regularly laid, and\ wherethe Civil Goverhment was alf 
exerciled, ſhould after many ages either be ſeperated trom'the reſt of the 
Province, falling under xr! bo. Maſter, or ſhould become a poor and neg. 
leted Town, it is a needleſs: adhering to Ancient 'Cultom, to aſlerc {till 
the Priyiledges of ſuch a See,” when all thoſe Reaſons which ar firlt procu. 
red to it thole Priviledges, come to ceaſe. As tor the Third, which are 
more perpetual, we pay them all reſpe&, and have never ed them ; 
but the Diſpenſations of the Church of Rowe hath fo deftroyed them all 
that it is a peculiar degree of Confidence for any that are ih Commugficn 
with that Church to alt ſuch an immutability in the Ancient Canons, that 
a National Synod may not be ſuffered to alter any of them ;. and yet that 
one ſingle Biſhop, whom all Antiquity conſidered but as a Collegue;' and 
Fellowſhip-Biſhop to all the reft of the Order, ſhould be allowed an Autho- 
ity to break and diffolye them all. 
is may ſerve to ſhew how weak all thoſe Foundations are upon which 
our Author builds. I come in the next place to examine his Detective and 
Falſe Account of the Matters of Fa&t, which will me into a tedi- 
dious opening of many Particulars that will be lictle tor our Author's Ho 
nour ; but no Diſcoveries will affe&t a Man that could itifle his Conſcience 


for25 Years, and that now hath the Impudence to own it. 
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pealed theſe, only we let them ſleep too long. + The Second, 'relating to 
the Conſtitution and the Subordination of Churches, is quice funk with the 
fall of the Empire ; for if a Town that was the Centrevt'a Province, to 
which it was caſie to have recourſe by Letters, and to-which the Road and 
Carriages were regularly laid; and* wherethe Civil Goverhment was all 
exerciſed, ſhould after many ages either be ſeperated. trom'the re{t of- the 
Province, falling boradgres! Þ. Maſter, or ſhould become a poor and neg- 
leted Town, it is a needleſs adhering to Ancient Cuſtom, t0 affere- {till 
the Priviledges of fach a See,” when all thoſe Reaſdns which ar ficit prog 
red to it thole Priviledges, . come to ceaſe; As tor the Third, which are 
more perpetual, we pay them all reſpe&, and have never ed them; 
but the Diſpenſations of the Church of Rome hath fo deftroyed them al 
that it al? onerendar "toy of Confidence for any that are ih Commudficn 
with that Church to aflert ſuch an immutability in the Ancient Canons, that 
a National Synod not be ſuffered to alter any of them ;. and. yer that 
one i op, whom all Antiquity conſidered but as a Collegue;' and 
Fellowſhip Biſhop to allthe reft of the Order, ſhould beallowed an Autho 
icy to break and diffolve them all | PEW 

is may ſerve to ſhew how weak all thoſe Foundations are upon which 
our Author builds. I come in the next place to examine his Detective and 
Falſe Account of the Matters of Fat, which will me into a cd; 
dious opening of many Particulars that will be lietle for our Author's Ho 
nour ; but no Diſcoveries will affe& a Man that could ſtifle his Conſcienc: 


for 25 Years, and that now hath the Impudence to own. it. 
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REFLECTIONS » 


ON THE 


Oxford Theſes. 


Relating to the 


EnGLisH REFORMATION. 


N the former part of theſe Refle&ions, the general grounds on. 
which our Reformation was » were examined ; the 
matters. of Fat come now to be conſt | 


wher, 1 thought ic fitting to. 
a very important matter, -_— 
objeaed to our Church, by one 


Conſequence. 

, A Sheet has' appeared that was well and decently writ, and witha. 
very ſpecious Appearance of Reaſon, to prove that Q. Elizabeth was 
a Baſtard, nor uporr the, common > of the Nullity of K: Hemry 
the Eighth's Marriage wich - her Mother, hi 
with Q. Katbarin:, was (till in force; but upon a Precontrat, in 
which Ann Bulles was cngaged before: her Marriage 3, Wy which 
being confeiied: by her le, the Marriage was null of it felf, and 
was |} t6.be {© by. Arch biſhop Granmer , whoſe Sentence was 
| by the S1ib{kquene Parliament. So. that is a Null, 
and by -con{equenc® a Baltardy. Ir is true, this Afﬀertion is 
tho it may rails 5s Credit of kim that hath diſcovered it, 


—Reario77 cn Te Oxtord Theſes,” 


mult be conf led, that it looks very like good reaſoning; yet on 
other hand, it is ſome prejudice againſt it, that it doth not a | 
was ever objeted to us betore now ; and no mention being 
while the whole nyatter was freIF in Mens memories, and wr 
re {gnecl, whoſe Title this-ſeems to.weaken, much more. than 3 al ches he 
things that were alledged to ſhake it, is a great Preſumprion, that 
of that tum2.knew there, was po force in it, So that, tho -_ Novelty 
it may pteaſe; yer it is rgally s ſtron prqlich lice aſh Lf Horate 
it mult be conferſcd, che" thing is f great of 
not only with Relation to the Credit Sons, —_— and t oft firſt } 
mation, bur with Relation to our preſet Egabliſhment. Fos tho the Wi 
ter of that Sheer, makes no other uſe ot it, but to blemiſh our Cures, 
guilty of Segirion and, Dilloyalty, for qwying a Baſtard againſt the Qu 
of Sectg;, who-wazgahe next lawtul Heir yet it will bear anothEr Con 
Quence chatiis mo PE portant in our preſgnr as &F 
cantract infers a ty of the Marriage, #hd Ui Me of it 
ſo an ill Title in a Queen inters a Nullity upon all her Laws, all her A; 
of Goverment, as flowing from an Ulurper ; and therefore this ſtrikes x 
only at the Honour of our Church iuctheJalf' Age, but asits Settlementi 
the preſent; andI believe this laſt is chiefly aimed ar. For as to the fc 
er, it mayferve ina La greak \ ealyre.s togyltific ur Church,” that Q, Ek 
beth was put in Poflefhion of by Ks "Nation, while was 
Popiſh, and by the Body of the Clergy that were of that Religion; 
the all that thoſe of our Church did, was to maintain her in that Pof 
on,” ih which we found her, and in: which'our Enemics fad pur Herd 
it moſt be acknowledged, that an anxious is abt 
neceflary, after one is in a legal and peaceable nga 
by #11 Parties within the Kingdom, z wel as'by alt Princes w 
I'do nor pretend to ſay, 'That a-Poſſeflion will j abad: 
there is .an Older Law relating to th&-Poſleffion ofthe CrownotEagl 
| | wg by King Henry the VH te a undifpcined Poffeflion does tc 
very. much excuſe thoſg who acknowledge and ſubmit to one-thae!t 
my Paſſeſer. Which was plainly Qz Blizabinb) Caſe: Bur becauſe | m 
be witti'great colour, of Reaſon” a , That Right'is Right ftill- a 
- that Poſleſfon or —__ are ' of Eaw, which! a: 
have perhaps, weight before a "ect are nor ſufficient © x 
guiſh uſt Tile, when DE ar term wr ers: in themſelves, 


rafed from thoſe Pleadings that may Perhaps be = lan 
alledy, areſcarcerational. a T —— edge 3p 


maſt confeſs, it is ſtared by that and I will firft propels 
--mart6r of FaR, as Dr. Burnet Og who is che only Gabe tha 
* cited, andrhereforche euſt, be ſuppoſed to ted xBoarwaty 


Yo.) £5 S161 vir. Ou 


;»% 


* 
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# © = 
YZ [3 " m_ 


HENCE, is ptevail'd on to 
rem nul {d' her Marriage wich 


a4 p 
the {54 is Gage and It FN LR. Me one of the Tfhe & 
'one. of the” Fudge? of 


itmated,;, yet this wes 
me Ne! on Featir ted; ard inthe tuble- 
eee ride Precontrat, ch» no 
| lo obs i NG confeſled ir + the im(tafices' bf Time and Perſon. 
Ycein hes of Parliament, it isgbly fd, chat ſhe had confeſſed-fome 
uſt and ful, Impedimends, by whichic Wages fderie; tHathe Marriage 
th.the King was not <a. © Ginhigt be idw kiiown; how-this marter 
s expelled. wm pale given by Crdmtacr, "i theſe Records! being 
t... Putitisr Re Mat dic arte was more difbinRly ſpeci: 
; Now the only. E Gan pglveof thoſe goheral Words: inthe 
# of: Parliament, js,,t age pretentled Pretohert being awdch! the 
url of Nurchunwberland, he had by 2 ro Oath andb his receiving 
be Sacrament; upon it, int "Prefeh& of che Drke /k; and forme 
any ſnch Precontract. 2 Of hich 


s of . che. Priv 
4 woe: Arreſtiti'n wider that Earl own 


De. Burnet aſſures us he w.che 
This-had fo far Po rkted he  Qi/cen;s Confelfion, thar-ie ſeems 


e Parliament, would nor deſcend into'the f;.ccifyingof her Confeſſion. 
t Burnet, hath alſo given ſeveral EvidenceFof her being at thar'rime fo- 
wch ,diſor by:. =: Q doth'i Fees ed meafurexveaken 
100Y, r fe] 
290 chis whole, matter then, thi t Confiderations, 
hich. ariſes ous of the Fact, and any* rok of beta yon] ſtrodg enough 
Reverticow all the Inferences that can”be drawn frorh thav-part of our 


1 She was. a Perſon condetaned'; now all the Examinations of Perſons 
endemned, are by the Laws of alf Nartvns rvns, only Prefurnpeions; But not 
;the Terrors of Death, and rhe. > Holi of a Priſon, are ſuch juſt 

ts, that Confeflions {o made; cin'nevert have that Credit given 

any Sentence upon them ;*but in that Queens Caſe, 
which ve this Genet Confideration yet more force 


g11 
The one is, Thar ir being in the fo Erna mg 


+ her, NR bo Bare Bebeaded: the Terror of che 
; oy her ©o fay an thing, that niighe procure her” the ſoiter Death. : 


ie ther was yetſtronger, it was a natutat enough Tempration toher, = 
ad her toconteſs a Pre-contraR, ſince by that Confeflion ſhe might hope 


as ro cxtingl che Crime for which ſhe was — as tO _ 
r 


relating to the 'Enghth Reformation. 32 
ho juſt one; for as a Baſtard is Ri a Baſtard;' every though he 
were Legirimared by 4# of Parliament ; fo a' lawfull'Obild-is 
ſtil! whar'*ris, notwithſtanding a Sentence "of - Baftardy confir- 
med in Parliament ; and this is ſo erue, and was fo 'evidenely 
the Practice of ghattime, that even King Henry in his ſuit of 
Divorce with Queen Catharine, was willing:tothave his Daugh- 
ter Mary declared Legititnate ; becauſe  begat in a 
Marriage, are begortren b:#4 fide, and ſo they 'aught not to ſuf 
fer, becauſe of the ſecret faultof their Parents:// Ahd if this was 
yielded in a Marriage where both Parents were'according to the 
Kings. Pretenſions guilty of Inceſt, it was much-more- juſt i 
this Caſe of Ann Bullen, even ms; en rw Pre-contradt true ; 
for her ſecrer fault ought not to iſh, norruin heriinnocent 
Child. Another Inſtance tha fell out ar this time in the Roy- 
al Family, 'is very conſiderable, and becauſe itis 
I fancy the Reader will not be diſpleaſed to have'it particularly 
opened to him ; Henry the Sth's Sifer that was Queen of -Scor- 
land, did _ mergers King mare the io, mar- - 
Ty the Earbof Angus, a r Marriage-ſhe bad a Davgh- 
be Lady Margaret Doug las, Some time after her | Marriage 
the fell ro- be in ill cerms. with her Husband;.and diftoveredia 
Pre conttatt he ha given to another ; and upon this'ſhe ſued 
/him inthe Spiricual Court ; and-ic ors, CONE 
was annulled ; but her Daughter was ſtill beld-to be Legitima- 
ted, and was entertained by 'Hewry, as his Niece, and:gi- 
the Lord Den, di war Kink: Famer x. 
ded the'Lord Dorwly, that'w:  Famierthe rf. of 
Father ; and'ſince he was:confidered to be the Second Perſon 
in the Succeſſion to the Crown: of England, after the Queenof 
Scots; this ſhews that by the/Practice-of that' Time, a- Pre con- 

et legally proved, yer did not Ilegitirnate rhe Uſue thac 
begorren un Bide by onebf the Patents./: 1 11 
I hope enough'is faid to overthrow the ObjeFion 


tradt 
were 
"And 
that is made to the firſt Conſtitution: of our Church under Q. 
Ele; it was ſtrangely pur, and' decently 'and weightily writ, 
and therefore: I have anſwered -it with the” like ncy of 
Stile; fo that if I treat the Author, thatl am 8:gging to-examine, 
a little more familiarly, I hope the Reatler will nor uppAte/it to 
examining 


any roughneſs of temper'in-me; for-the examining of Mat- 
ers of Fact. or Arguments fivo: Reaſon, calmly and. ally 


withour 


74 Refleftions on the Oxford Theſes, 
without any mixture of Sharpneſs, is a thing ſo becoming a 
and a Chriſtian, that it is not without ſamePain _— Cthat 
| I find I muſt ſometimes ſay things that ſeem too ſevere : But 
qd the other.hand, when one finds he hath to do with much unjuſt 
| malice, he is carried to an Indignation that even forces him tog 
| Style that would appeartoo flat, if it were nota*litrle ſharpned, 
when the provocation.is ſo yuſt : Yet 1am fo ſenſible tha this 
Smartnefs of Expreffion is a thing that is rather.to be, excuſed 
than juſtified, that I ſhall watch over my ſelf, leſt I becarried too 
far towards it ; for I ke there is occaſioa enough given me by 
l my Auchor to tempt me to it. 
' Bur before I eriter upon the matters of Fadt, I will rake the 
liberty to fer down a Period of our Author's, which ſhews him as 
1 greatat Apoftateifrom Loyalty tothe King, as be.is from the 
other Dottors'of the Church of England, He ſtates the matter 
indeedas doubrtull ; bur the bringing of our Allegiance to the 
King to bediſpurable, will be according to our Law, a matter of 
P. 20, lin. Premuniveat leaft : His Words are, Whether im caſe that « Prince 
12. »/e bis Coattiwue Furiſdithion'in Spirunal Maiters, agamſt the Defi- 


mitions of the Church, then the Pope hath not alſo virtually. ſome tem- 
al Couttive Power againſt me eee he Pri 
Coa#ive Power, or 10 authorize others to uſe ia Coaroue Powe 


[ againſt fuch a Prince in oder to. the poad of the Charch. RY 
an 


iwqueſtion;, but then-as this laſt 1 by. Jome of the 
br. gp piers athers of them. aA lai 4 
, thar it is diſputable, Whether a Pope may-aot I a 
ical 'Prince, and:give;his Dominions toanother ; | 
| Qors of the Church'of Rome holding the mari 
| the Negative; ſo that according to the DoQrine 
| every man may follow the Affirmative with a good 
and this 'being ſo invidiousa matrer, / our Author's propoi 
' doubrfull, withour-declaring himſelf againſt ir, is a 
even-a violent ion, 'that he humſelf is for it. | 
theſe 'rmen/boaſt of wean wy, = ao] 
P. 21, Our Author infinuates the Nullity of Am Buben's Marriage, 
to which Thave already grven a full Anſwer : But he ſupports it 
A Arguttietics of his own making. (1,) He ys the 4# of 
of 


ne Do 
robability, 
Conſcience ; 


it 4s 


yer 


('48: td __ the King | was paſo 

. Impedimen ts w could” not | [awfully marry per. 
Eromi which be ſeras'to titer, har tho-Reporss of the Kin g 
amiljarity 
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relating 2: Be Engliſh Reforiton.. 
Fahlrky wif her Sifter;werettue © But the ACt of Parligm 
mentions ofiy the Queens Confefſion, and dorh nut AY 1 
of the Kings knowing any ſuch Reaſons, (2.)Hs cites a' nie 
2 Diſpenfarion prerended to be granted by P. Clzmnc che 
iving him 5h to Jaarey': PE, on ro ay s Peri, tho" in the 
of Aﬀinity, and were unlawfully begor ; : 
make this gain the more Credit,he cites the © Wordsin 
there was no ſuch Diiuniheſts Sher hel of Props peers 
crended Difpenfarion was afterwards forged by Q. Elizabeth; 

_ ts _— ob. Fi Bulfof op og Eſt. Re- 
asked, is ſet down by Burnet, among that he P. 14 
gives us, in which there is no fuch Clauſe: ant it is | _—_—— 
whatever .the, Rings 's. (ecret - intentions might be 
bn to Am Ruler; t af yer be nd EI m 
moved tohave any fuch extravagant Clauſe puc iti the Bul 
in the'Letrer that rherwo Lega ce rorhe' ITS 
war es rodigle Impuration thar was caſt on 
the King, as if ke proceeded in his thaNe our of ai ag tO Ibid. n. 25; 
the Queen,” or thar tn wes gage i by the Charms of the Nam qui 
Perſon that he intended 'to marry, who, rig ag noryer þ eginar 0- 


td bins, This way of Wiiti it, rhat it iv 
beforerhis rime the King bad pt 


have wtit in ttils Wea Kh 
were Arguments of our Au 
this' 4 the ET 
_—_ Sa ey —_— Ras 
Wi at ctrerls 
kw n-a- es okng to it, when he 
reps gy onkorpn but her rwo Lertersto che wo 
by Dr. Burner, ſhew _ the falffidod of ry | 
IT. Hefays a 1090665 pounds Chatges was dernanded 
King, frotf the ' Cy, for ths expence He had been ar 
tainitlg ſo mati ments from the fo " Univerſities, la. 
that ta deſided this m_—_; and for the Surtis that weregiren, "'Þ. 22. 
he cites rio better Aythors, than ſome Teſtimonies educedby 
Sanderi. But the falſfioad of this Jueation 1 TRANS chat it” 
jexre by T by Dr. Crooly L artery and Actognts, ; harapy yet exranr, Cort. Lib. 
'y 


at he had Catce Money —_ uſlower his _ "Vis B. 15. 
u 
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Refletions on the Oxford Theſes, 
Subſiſtence; and as the ſmall prefents he made were inconfidere- 
ble, being oft a Crown or two; ſo in a Letter to the King, he 
writes in theſe words; pain of my Head, if the contrary be 
proved, I never gave any man one half penny, before I bad his Concls 
fron to your Hi Ineſs, without former prayer or promiſe of Reward 
for the ſame. By this way of Writing it is plain, that inſtead of 
his being inſtruted and furniſhed with Money to corrupt -Di- 
vines, he had poſitive Ordess to the contrary ; nor is there any 
mention in the Att of Parliament, that contains the Grantof the 
Subſidy of any Expence that the King had been at, how boldly 
ſoever it is aſſerted by our Author. Bur rhe citing of an Att of 
Parliament had an Air of Truth init, which might deceive an 
unwary Reader. 

IV. He pretends to leſſen the Credit'of the Deciſions of the 
Univerſities, ſince they had ſuppoſed rhat the firſt Marriage with 
P. Arthur was conſummated ; of which he doubts, and propoſes 
the common ObyeCtions againſt it, of P. Arthur's Age, and of his 
dying ſoon after his Marriage. He alſo faith, That tho the firſt 
Marriage had been conſummated, many Learned Men(of whom 
he names only Fiſher and Tonſtal, and takes thereſt on Sander's 
Words) thought the Pope might diſpence with it ; ahd in Con- 
C:uſion, he cites the At of Parliament pafled in the beginning of 
Queen Maris Reign, condemning her Mothers Divorce,in which 
mention is made of the Corruption of the Foreign Univerſities, 

(1.) It is true, all the World believed that the firſt Marriage 
was conſummated, as appears 4 dnp Cajetan lays upon it : 
But (2.) fince our Author cites Lord Herbert's Hiſtory of King 
Hemry 8th, he muſt needs have ſeen in him, as clear of a 
Conſummation, as a thing of that nature is capable of. (z.,) Prince 
Arthur's early Death was generally imputed to his too early 
Marriage; and the care that was had of the Princeſs after his 
Death, the delay of giving the Title of Prince of Wales to the 


Younger Brother, and the mention made of the Confummation 


of that Marriage, dubiouſly indeed in the Bull for the ſecond 
Marriage, but more poſitively in the ſuſpeCted Brief, are all as 
ſtrong Preſumprions, as could be brought, for proving a thingof 
that nature. (4 ) 7Tonſtal concurred with the Kingin the Divorce, 
and in all that followed upon it; ſo that our Author had need 
find better Proofs of this, than Sander's Word, otherwiſe he will 


hardly gain Credit. (5.) The Learned Men he mentions, uns 
wit 


the conſequences of Gs Din rb dewvn ch 


Authors of the Romen 


managers of the Suit againſt her. Mother, 
intended-to-make their Peace, and their Court v bs 
deed a very venerable Authority, and may very fitly come in- 
to the ſame Para 


Te opnt, 
V. He pretends that Cinmer and Cromwell were the Authors P. 25. 


of the Advice of che King's obliging the Clergy in their SubmiC- 
fion to own, him for the Supreme Head of the Church. . It qt 
he cites Antiqui Brits, for this, and for another $7 pos 
as the Clergy deſired ro have qualified that Tide wich theſe 
words, In ſo far, as it s lawfull by the Law of Chriſt ; the Ki 

refuſed this, and the Clergy ted it withoutthat Reſtriction. 
Here an Author i pretended; bur ifthe Writer of this Treatiſe. 
had examined theſe matters exactly, he would have. found. by a 
Letter of King Henry'sto the Convocation of York, that the King: 
had accepted of this Limitation ; and indeed the nature of things. 


puts it in, whether it had been-ſer down in ſo many expreſs "y Cabe- , 


Words or not ; and as for what is faid here of Cranmer, it is 
without ground, for he was then. beyond Sea, imployed: in 


_ no the D; | 
6s bi) 


Warbam Archbiſhop of Canterbury was a favou- p, 26. 


rer of Katherines Cauſe. This agrees ill with his owning 
that he ſaw the Lord Herberr's Hiſtory, in which he mighthave 
found Warbam's Depoſition upon Oath, in which he acknow- 
ledges, that he t t the Marriage was neither honcurable, nor 
wel-pleaſing to Ged, that therefore he had oppoſed it much. And. 
Warbam did ſet, forward the Divorce. withſo much zeal, thathe 

red a Writing to be ſigned by all the Biſhops of his Pro- 
vince, declaring that they thoughe that the King's Marriage 
was Unlawful ; and in this he was ſo earneſt, that when Fiſher 
refuſed to Sign it, he preſſed hin vehemently. unto it; but the. 
other ſaid ſtill, that it was againſt his Conſcience, ſohe made a- 
nother Perſon ſubſcribe in Fiſher's name, and ſet to-his Seal to 
the Paper, and pretended that he had Fiſher's leave to doe it ; 
which he affirmed before the Legates, when the matter-came od _ 


wy ky | I Obrate 


i TT Sp) pars phone 
VII. dioerhantabethep any | Was 
the Submiſſion of the't by which-theyotwon@cherhſelves 
r10t to Aſſemble 49 bout the ' King's HYR wore hh hi'br exitontear 
Canons, unleſs the mn Loy by bis Ro»yal-Grart Command t 
10 maks b+ 10 exetute them, But the Proof he (cites for this, diſcos 
vers his Prevaricartion evidently. It ſeems he thoughe a careleſ 
Reader, ſecitig/aty\ Aſſertion ard @ Citation following after it, 
would without reading the long Citation take it for granted, that 
it agreed with the Allertion, and withour being at the pains to 
read it, would run of1 to new matter. The Clergy did not bind 
themſelves never to meet without the King's Writ, They _ 
laid, That the Convocation bad ever been,- and oug bt always to 
aſſembled by the Kings Writ, which only ſhews whar is rlie regis 
lar Method of Aſſemblmg themſelves. Bur tho this 6bliges 
to meet always, wherr they are required todo it by the Ki 
Writ ; yet it doth riot bind them up ——_— the 
neceſſities of the Church do require it, and that ing refu- 
{es his Wrir; for then they are reduced to theſe prudenrial Con- 
ſiderations in the managing of their marters iti a caſeof Perſecu: 
tion. Nor did they bind rhemſelves up from executing-the old 
Canons, but only from the enatting of new ones; which is 
very different from the viewrhat our Author gives of it, as was 
made out in the firſt Part of theſe RefleQtions. | 
VIII. He faſtens a very ſtrange Inference on fome Words df 
an At of Parliament, as if they had amounted to rhis; That no 
Laws of the Land, nor the Prerogative afſumed þy the King, 
had any thing of Hereffe in them. If by this is only meant, thar 
the Laws then in being were not Heretical, there is nothing ex- 
traordinary in ſuch a Preteriſion. For a Body it! which the Le- 
giſlative power reſides, will very naturally afert its own Ortho- 
doxy ; and the bare aſſerting ir, will hardly be-thoughr a Cri- 
mital Actempt: But if our Author meant, as probably he/did, 
that by this a Declaration was made for all time commg, thar 
the Laws of the Land ſhould be for ever the ſtandard of Hereſy, 
or ſound Doftrine; then this Conclufion will hardly be found 


in-the Authority that he gives us for it ; which is an A, decla- 


25 Henry Ting, That the ſpeaking againſt thoſe Laws made by the Authori- 


8th. n. 14.1 of the See of Rome, by the Polity of Man, which were 


wp nant 
4 not be 
Judged 


to the Laws of the Realm, or the King's Prerogative, 


_ 
- 
- 4 «.? 
% 


Hereticks for, Arrc/et! that wearaint 
che tike caſes30! France fo chat 
gulation in.this matter, which'is af 
all.che States of Chriftendows.« \{r 
were a very feeble thing, af/it c 6 Dot. 
from che Arbitrary 
indeed, AaaConated made 
7 ep cen < figs pon then, aodchar 
of ha tor: 

; atoles dmchem: by 'Laws; 


1 acknowledged © be: in farce by our Author; then prot 
oro tare made ſuch Regulations in this matter, a3 were:ne- 
| its Members from ſuch.a Butchety::: Eorfance 
the Civil nment is bound to ſecure theiSubjefts,while 
cominue' Innocent and 'Obegdient, from-the [Rage of all 
'nemies; our Legiſlators had berraped cheir Truſt, /if they had 
not put an-efetual ſtop to the Tyranny of the Clergy. And 
thus it is plain, Thar this Declaration-made by the-Patliamore, 
was nothing bur a ſecuring to. IG and For- 
tunes ,to whichthey-hat formerly a-very Tenure, ſince 
they: on y-aprhe Diſcretionand Mercy Mercy of the Clergy. 

IX. nin] bechule. oi Writers -have-afren alledged the: —_ P. 41; 
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Wiſt. Re- 


form. Rec, printed by Dr. Burner, it will be worth the while-to-examine it 
b. 2.n.37,A little' more fully. Thar vi 


35, 39- 


in one — Parliament may contradict.r 


made in former ti 
Richard the 2d, 
Rome ; Our 
by ſhewing us, 
maceore that were Amar Things | 
ces, or the Tranſlatiew SIS out of 
conſent; pe Soros 
Counſel, 


—_— ov wWc £m KaKcT 


it. Bur all iſling. For 
ch / one SI5 nd that che whole 
»b and that 
| waged o him oy Chi, and tur the whe 


by Qpaton arias oucoſ.chis, Whe 
ing hem co derermine againſt 

Mike one Point,did nor warranc 
other Poines. To'a'man of a clear un- 


Rn 


= iſe o do ir 
che- Marter will appear. to be - diſpute. | For if 
e-Popes Declarati- 

ons and Canons, ſure it may-do 4t:4n another;; .and the only 
Queſtion then to be examined, wilt be concermng ' the: matter..of 
ſuch Laws. For if the matrer ofithoſe Laws is good, the: Autho- 
rity is certamly.good; and if theimatrer is not-good, fas confel- 
ſed charan Actol Parliament cannot changethe nature of chings. 
Bur becauſe rhis matter is better underſtood by ſanke. Breves 


AY . ad. £@- a ai +». £ -&t. od on avs HEE ES 


rous Act TI nOY 


indeed:ia.the Reign: of a feeble Prince, burrhe/P: 

- time wa# ina more feebleState ; and the adhi S of Engin 

' to the Pope, who ſat at' Rome, was in that timg-6f 

luable a ſupport, hs hoſe br Ren Ge Be bes r-ir fit 10 
take no notice'ofit. But the Council of Conf try had no ſooner 
heal'd that ge ore rh > + were reſ9 have that 
Law repealed, and Cog ginuader y ' Feeblene(s 


England 

in Henry 6:6. Minority; and Faftians at Home, ad Loſes in 
France, havingſink the Reputation of the Govertunent extreme- 
ly, the Pope/laid hold of that Counjuncture; and in his Letters 
both to the Arck-Biffiaps and Clergy, and ta che King and Par- 
liament, he arid the Srarure,, and requires the y to-give 
it no Obedience, mary dll Perſons thar obey ir, W- be - 17/6 
fa&to Excommunicared, ——— ot be by- any 

ut 
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relating to the Engliſh- | 
but himſelf, unleſs it were-at the point'af Death; and hs abc. 
ed the Clergy tn preach chis Doctrine 15 a the People | He re- ' 
quired the Parliament under pain of Damnation to'repeal it, 
and he founds his right in the Commiſſion chat-Chrilt gaye to 
<. Petey to ſeed the Flock. Here fure, ifever; / Pope ſpeaks 
Ex Cathedra; yet for all this, the Parliament would neicher re- 
peal nor exp'ain the former Statute. By: all 'which ir is X's. 
ae our Parliament did notthink chemiclves:bourd to.be 
down by big Words, and high Pretenſions. In chis Diſ 
berween the Spiritual and Temporal Power, we ſte 


Parlia- 


ment judged the matter; and by the'ſame frighe that'they judg- : 
ed one Point, rhey may judge other Points; and - the macrer - 


yielded, rhurthe Civil Katzs, 
rity may examine the Deciſions of ?tbe Chureh, then this may be 


of their Judgment was good, their Ji 
Henry che Eighth, as under ' Riebard 


Sixth. For the Point being'once 


certainly carried ro other particulars, or-appliedro'a greater 


ns t of marter, as further diſcoveries of Truch, and:new Pro-: 


"ons may anſe;* 

_ The Aﬀeniry of the matter leads me here to-make a 1 
oret **: reral Particulars, which I will afrerwards review; 
and to examine that which our Author hath choughr i ro lay 
concerning the burning of Hereticks ; only by che-way 1:muſt 
take notice of the unfaichfull Recical that he makes of the-two' 


Staturesmade againſt Hereticks under- ot :auggity 
which he repietieit as if they had celery s | the-Ju 
Hereticks to the Ordinary or Dioceſah, withave any'thi alle: 

by which the Repeal of therh muſtappear to be the Kron away 
er acne from the Spiricual Courts j -but there were other: 
and more impe Clauſes in thoſe Acts, which gave the Par- 
lament quft Reaſon to repeal them, in the -former, the Civil 
Magiftrates are required-ro be perſonally at the-giving 
of Seritence againſt Herericks; ax afeer che Sentence was-pat- 
ſed; rhey were to receive them, and there before the' People, tin a 
Th a3 to be brent. Here was the poyſonous Sting itvrhar At, 

ich our Author was not faithfull enough co mention ;: and in 


that paſt-by Henry 5:6, -all Magiſtrates: were required 20-'tako 
an Qarh when they entred upon cheir employments}: Thaz vizy 
Jhudd uſe their whole Power and- Diligence to deftroy' all -Hexeſres 
op Errors called Lollards, and to aſfsft the Ordinaries and the Comm 
"> Fa F miſſaries 
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RefleAions 0 the Oxford Theſes, 


miſaries in their Proceedings againſt them ; aud all eqnvoithof Lal- 
lardy were to forfeit all the Laud; that they beld in pong as 
well as their Gocds and Chattel; to the King, Theſe were the true” 
Motives of repealing thoſe bloody Laws ; which our Author 
ought to have mentioned it he had not Ceſignes to deceive his 
Reader ; bur when he comes to. examine the matter of Burning 
Hereticks, he does it fo ſoftly, -that it is plain he wou!d rather 
'%- lay ny than quiet us. Firſt he begins with chat trifling 
Antwer, That the Secular Laws, and not the Eccleſiaſtical, do 
both appuint and execute it ; bur if the Secular Arm is threat- 
ned by the Ecclehiafſtical, not only with lower Cenſures, but even 
with Depoſition, and that by. a Council, which be acknowled- 
ges to be General, in caſe they do nor extirpate Hereticks, then 
this. Extirpation is lil the, Act of the Church, enforced upon 
the Civil Power with, a dreadfull Sanion, which the Church 
was able tocxecurs in thoſe Ages of dyperſitition; and thus the 
Guilt of all the Bloodſhed upon the account of Hereſic lies at 
the Doar af that Church. Io the next place he reckons up ſeve- 
ral Inſtances of ſevere Executions againſt Hereticks both in Eng- 
land andelſewhere, which were pragiged not only in Henry the 
Eighth's rime, bur alſo under. Edwerd the Sixch's; and were car- 
ried on chiefly by Cranmer's Authority : Executions made under 
Queen Elizebeh and Fames,are alſo mentioned ; to which 
is added a Law made by Fames, adjudging men Tray tors 
for being reconciled to the Pope, or See of Rome ; which. 5 
ting men to Death for prezended Herefie, and to & Death = hk 
Burning. But to all this I will only ſay,” That the j 
being wok of time, as men did.no all at-once throw off all 
the Corruptions of the Church of Rowe, fo this being the recei- 
ved Dottrine of the Weſtern Church for many Age all He 
reticks ought to be extirpated.; if our Reformers did not, ſo ſoon 
as were. to be wiſhed, throw off this Reoaant of Popery, its 
rather to. be excuſed and piticd in them, than to be juſtified 
from their Practice : Cranmer didalſoſoften the Notion of Here 
fic as much as be could, by rcducingic to a plain and wilfullop- 
poſition. to ſome of the Ariicles of rhe Apoſties Creed; and if the 
conſtant Clamours that the men of the Church of Rowe railed 
againſt the Reformation, as a Subyerſon of the Chriſtian Relj 
gion, becauſe ſome that had been among the Reformers, advan- 
ced ſome monſtrous Opinions ; If theſe, I ay, carried = Re- 
ormen 


relating tothe Engliſh Reformation. 
farmers to ſuch a of juſtifyi ſelresof this Imputation 
to hdren ton opp dr 
ſeverity, which1 do not pretend to quſtify, not to reproach 
us for that ro which rhey drove our Anceſtors. As for K. Famer's 
Law, I will not examine whether rhe Death of 'Traitors, or the 
Burning "of Herericks is the more dreadful; ir is cercain, Fire, 
eſpecially when ir is flow, che moſt rerrible of all deaths, arid 
thar which gives the moſt formidable Impreſſion; bur ifrhe:Pro- 
yocation given to the are mondo 5s at that rime by rhe 
G Treaſon, 'be , it willnot appear ſtrange, if 
che King and Puartiament, after they had eſcaped ſd narrowly the 


greateſt of all dangers, took a lirrle more than ordi 'careto 
kcure themſelves agauift the like Artempts in rime coming Ard 
if the Tevere Canons of che Council of Later aw againit Hereric| 
had lain as ſo many dead Letrers'in the Body of the Laws bf 
cheir Church, as rhat Law hath done in our Book of Statutes, 
they had had much leſs Blood ro anfwer for, and leſsguilt than 
lies upen themar preſent. After theſe ſofrnings, our Aurhor comes 
co pals his own onthe Burning of Herericks ; bur the 
common Rules of Prudence ſhould have led him'in the preſenc 
juncture of Aﬀairs to have: condemded it roundly, and ſo ro 
ve laid our apprehenſions a lictle;- yet hefaw fo plainly, char 
this was a practice ſo clearly authorized both by Law and Cu- 
| flom in rhew Churchhar he durſt nordiſown itinexpreſs words; 
| and indeed he underſtands i little, How a render point ought 
| to he touch'd, charby alltheRules of Prudence, be ought not to 
) have-medled with it. His Diſcourſe in this is an Original ; and 
{ becauſe Ile do him no wrong in the manner of Repreſenting 
: it, T will ſer ie down in his own Words. 
* But whether this Low in it ſelf be juſt ; ent or if juſt, whe- 
* ther it may be juſt ly extendid to. all thoſe ſimple People put to Death 
* in Diveen Maries days, (ſuch as St. Auftin cabs He den- 
* tes) becauſe -thty bad [o much Obſtnacy, as not to recant their Er- 
* rors, for which they ſaw their fervor Trader ſacrifice their Lives, 
* eſpecially when they were prejudiced by the moſt common contrary 
* Dottrine and Practice in the precedent times of Edward the 6th ; 
* and had lived in ſuch a condition of Life, as neither had means, nor 
* leaſure, nor capacity toexamine the Churches Amtbority, Councils or 
* Father}, ordinarily ſuch Perſons being only to be reduced (as they were 
* perverted) by the contrary faſhion and courſe of the times, and by 
| F 2 * Example 
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* Refleftions on the Oxtord' Theſes, 
* Example, and net by Argument, either from Reaſon or from" Au 
* hority ; (and the ſame that I ſay of theſe Laity, may perhaps alſohe 
* ſaid of ſomeilliterate Clergy; ) whether, I ſay, this Law may juſth 
© be extended to ſuch, and the higheſt ſuffering Death be inflitted {qſ- 
* pecially where the Delinquents are ſo numerons ) ratber than ſom: 
* lower Cenſures of pecuniary Mults or Impriſonment , theſe things | 
* meddle nut with, nor would be thought at all in this place to juſtife. 
Here is a long Period of 208 Words, before the Verb comes 
ro Cloſe it ; bur there is ſmall comfort in all this; for even after 
our Author hath put the: Caſe with all poſſible Abatement, 
and as ſoft as may be, of the ignorances, rhe ſtrong prejudices, 
and rhe numbers of the Delinquents, and intimated his merci- 
tull inclinations only towards the Laity, and ſome of the i!lire- 
rate Clergy, and that only with relation to-Dearh ; Fines and 
I:npriſonments, being left out of the Grace that he would ſhew 
us; yetinconcluſfion he only rells' us, He will not meddle with 
this matter, nor would he be thought at all to juſtifie it m thus place; 
fer he is only concerned what we think of hin, and whether he 
juſtifies it or not ; he only tells us he would not be thought to 
do it; and yet left that ſeem too much, he adds a further Qua- 
lification, that he would nor be thought to juſtifie it in this place : 
So chat he hath fully Reſerved all his rights entire to a ficter 
porrunity, and then he well _ without the leaſt Re 
juſtific that in another place, which he doth not think-fic to do 
at preſent : Yet it ſeems he hatha very narrow heart in matters 
of Grace ; for this fame ſcanty meaſure of Favour that he had 
clogg'd with ſo many Reſerves, is yet retrenched' conſiderably 
in the following words. ' 
* Tho ſome among thoſe unlearned Lay-people, I confefsto 
* have been 'extremely arrogant, and-obſtinate, and zealous, 
** beyond knowledge ; and though they had ſuffered for a good 
* Cauſe, yet ſuffering for iton good or reaſonable grounds, as 
* neither themſelves, being any way learned, nor pretending 
** the Authority of any Chutch, nor relying on any preſent Tea- 
* chers, but on the certainty of their own private Judgment, 
«* interpreting Scripture as you may ſee. And here ſome Inſtan- 
ces are given ; burif this Period will cloſeit ſelf ir may ; for our 
Author, who ſeldom takes care of ſuch ſmall matters, leaves it 
;n chis unfiniſhed condition. I will not examine the truth ofthis 
Maxim, but will only take notice, that ſince all Proteſtants 


relating: to the Engliſh Reformation. 


gree in this, chat che Ground of our Faith ischat WING.SPDEXTS 
to us to be the Senſe of che Scripture, our Author hath by chis 
Limitation of his former gentleneſs rowards.us,. delivered us all 
overtothe Secular Arm; and { God RT mc on our VR, 
for it is plain he will have none upon our 
X1.. He quarrels with the Privy » for 1 of 

"Bonner, becauſe he ſaid he would obſerve the | 
were ſenthim, if 1hey were riot contrary and r 
- andl to the Statute and Ordinance of tbe Ch : the ke 
here to him, 1.ſuppoſe, being that he refuſed to ebey any EY 
of the King, when repugnant 10 the Statute and Ordinance of the 
Church :. Bur ſince he had a mind to blacken that.cime, he mighe 
have as well faid, thatthey found fayle with him 6 r0- 
\miſed-to obey the re enfgs they L's co 
ho; - and chat thereby. ita ®charthey.. their 
Injuntions to. the Laws of as well as.tot NN ng 
Church; and by'our Author's raking nonotice of the firſtBranch 
of Bonner's Exception, it may. be inferred, That all his Concerh 
is about the .Laws.of the Church, and lothey be ſecured, . be 
troubles himſelf lictle what becomes of the Law. of God :- Bur if 
he hat weighed chis matter as he-ought to do, he would have 
found-thart this Exceptions very i! grounded. When a Form 
of a Subſcription is demanded, there. is ng Government in the 
Worldghar will accept ofone tha indeed riſes nothing at oi 
pes +I gr racer angry ven with thoſe Reſerves 1 
| beg.neehiogs; therefore if | Bonner had ated as became his 
rater uld have direQly refuſed rhe Subſcription of ſuch In- 

junCtions, as he found to be contrary -to the Laws of Gol, or to 
ſuch Laws of the Church as he thought bound his Conſcience : 


-But the Proteſtation-he made, gave a very. zyſt ground to-the 


Gorernment to. proceed againſt him according to Law. 
Xi. Our Author intending to aggravate, the Proceedings a- 
gainſt ' Gardmer, ſhews his great Judgment. in ſerting.down the © 


Article relating. to the Kings Su premaCcy at full lengrh, whereas 


he had only named the others; for he could have invented no- 
thing chat muſt needs render all his Exceprions to the King's Su- 
premacy more viſibly unzuſt, than this doth, which 1s in. theſe 
Words: That bu Majeſty as Supreme Head of the Church of Eng- 
land, - bath full Power and Authority to make and ſet forth Laws, 


| Injunttign:, and Ordinances concerning Religion and Orders in the 
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RefleAions on the Oxford Theſes, 
[aid Charch, fer repreſſong all Errors and Hereſies, and other Enorns.. 
ries and Abu/ts ; ſo that the ſame Alteration be nat contrary or re- 
pugnant to the Scriptures or Law of God This was no other than 
what Gardimer had over and over again both. by his Oarhs and 
his Writings advanced; and the reltriftion ſer on ic was ſo juſt, 
that one would rhink there lay no poſſible Exceprion to it. Here 
there is noclaim tothe declaring what were Errors and Herefie, 
but only to the reprefling chem ; and this is done by che Secular 
Arm, even where men are burnt for Herefe: Beſides, the Pow- 
er, that according to our Author, belongs ro rhe Paſtors of the 
Church, is cither founded on the Scriptures, orit 15.nct; if it is 
noc founded onthe Scriptures, there isno-great regard to behad 
to it; but if it is founded on it, then ir is clearly excepted by the 
words of this Article; fo.it-is hard to Re of whar ule this is to 
our Author, unleſs it be fo ſhew him his lnjuſtice. 

XII. He tells us, Thar all that which bad been done under 
King Henry and King Eward, was Annulled by an equal Aurho- 
thority under Queen Mary. But chol acknowledg he was both 
the Soreraign atd the Parliament; yer chere was neither Juſtice 
nor Moderation in the rs now made, equal to what had 
been done before. A grear deal might be ſaid concerning the'Ele- 
&tion of the Members of Parliament, and the Practices upon 
them, and of the turning out a Multitude of the Clergy before 
the Laws were changed. The Diſordersand Irregularings in the 
Diſputes had nothing of that fair Dealing in them that had ap- 
pores in King Edward's time ; and whereasall the Severicy-of 

ing Edward's days wasthe Impriſoning of three or four Biſhops, 
and the rurning out ſome of the other Clergy ; he knows 
well how matrers went under Queen Mary. So that wecannat 
bedenyed this Glory, that a Spirit of Juſtice and Moderationap- 
pear'd at every time that the Reformation prevail'd. Whereas 
chings went much otherwiſe in this ſad Revolution, in whichour 
Auchor Glories ſo much. So rhat if the goed or ill Behavioursof 
the ſeveral Parties, as they had their turnsin the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs, furniſhes a juſt Prejudice,even in favour of the Cauſe 
it ſelf, we have this on our ſide asfully as we can with for. 

XIV. He tells us, That the Biſhoprickof Durham was firſt kept 
void in King Edward's days, and laſtof all it was by ACt of Par- 
liament diſſolved to increaſe the Kings Revenue. If our Author had 


examined the Records of Parliament, he would have found _ 
t 
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relating t>tbe Englith Refarntation, 
the Att that related to the Bifhoprick-of Durhon, did nat at all 
propoſe the Increaſe of che King's Revenue, bur the dividing 
ick into rwo; and the railing and. of a new 
Cathedral Church, all which muſt have riſen-to Four 
thouſand Marksof ald Rents, which conſideripg bow long Lands 
were let near the Borders, did certaiply yery near-exhauſt the 
whale Revenue of ch# See This i3.indeed of no great Impor- 
trance to the main Cauſe, Fopif ſacrilegious wear into che 
Reformation, hoping to enrich themſelves by it, this. is yo 
what falls our in all great Revolutions. And is; 
took up yn pc Reports very ealily, that 6 RA NIN a 
Clamour wich them againſt our Church, Bur: if ſome that gave 
- an outward gomplianes rorhe Doctrine of car C WETS I&- 
ally a Reproach « to it; he of all Men for a certain 
not to inhſt.0n ig - Since, we are no more accountable for 
Duke of Nort humber land's Atians, than we are for his own. 
XV. He tells us, That the Biſhops turned out by 2g reef 
were Ejeted, becauſe the greater part of them-werg 
ed or EG IRIES * 0 char See 
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ſil 
juſtific them for what — and the no bo 
might I y”_—_ the Queen. to proceed for the future. againit 
thoſe of che Clergy that ſhould contract YeT it! was a- 
gainlt all che Rules of Juſtice co-deprive themby Virtug of aCon- 
miſſion ſrom the Queen, for an Action that, was warranted. by a. 
Law then in being. Bur there was another more extrava 
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- diſputed Point concerning the Preſence inthe Sacrament. Aﬀer 


Reflefions on the'Oxtord Theſes, 
Commlſlion by which three other Biſhops are repreſented asnet” 
having behaved' themſelves well, and that as rhe Queen credibly 
underſtood,'they had- both Preach'd erroneous Doftrines, and” 
had carried themfelves- contrary ro the Laws of God, and the” 
praQtice of the Univerſal Church. And therefore Sheorders theſe 
Perſons to proceed againſt them, either according to the Ecclefi- 


aſtical Canons,or the Laws of the Land,and'declare their Biſhop- 
ricks void, as they were mideed already void. Now qur Author will 
ſhew his greatreading in an inſtance that cannor be diſputed, if 
he can find a Preſident for ſuch a Commiſſion as this 1s, in all 
Hiſtory, or a Warrantforit, among all thoſe Canonsfor which he 
pretends ſo much Reſpeft and Zeal. And thus he hath, A De- 
privatioh of ſeven Biſhops done by the Civil Authority, and ' 
without ſo much as the Colour of Juttice. 

XVI. The ſecond Reaſon he gives for their Deprivation, was 
there not acknowledging of any Supremacy in the R-man- Parri- 
arch ; and here, as el/@where, he ſeems to plead for no higher 
Authority tothe Pope, but that of a Patriarch But not rore 
what was faid upon this in the general Conſiderations; the ac- 
knowledging of that Power in the Pope, would not have ſerved 
turn. It was neverdemanded of the Clergy, and would certain- 
ly not have been accepted. 

XVII. Anothet Reaſon was their refuſing to officiate according 
rothe Licurgies received, & uſed by the whole Catholick Church, 
for near'a 1000 years. Thereis ſome Modeſty in this Prerenfion, 
which carries up the Abuſes no mo thena 1009 years. Thogas | 
to the greater part ofthem, and the greateſt of themall,which is | 
theAdoration of the Hoſt,thereis nojuſt claim to the half of that 
Antiquity. Yet if the Church of Rowe will give us the firſt 500 
years, we will not be much concerned in the 1000 that comes 
next. Our Aurhor ſpake too wide, when he named the whole Co 
rholick Church he ſhould have faid the Weſter Church if he would 
have ſpoke exaftly: And for this Pretenſion toatooo years,any 
that will compate the Miſſals that have been pririted by Card. Be 
2a, and F. Mabillon,with the preſent Roman Miſlals, will ſoon find 
that the Roman Miſſal of the laſt Age, was far different from what 
it had been fora 1000 years before: There is one Particularin 
which indeed they ſeem both toagree, & yet by whichthe change 
ofthe Doftrine of the Church is very conſpicuous in the ſomuch 
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the 5h Centavry, that ſort of an round eur reba 
ceived, by which; tho they were not immediatdly prayed to, yer 
Prayers were put up to God to hear us, upon the t of their 
Interceſſion. There are ſome Pra in ſore Antfent' Miffals 
that mention the offering up of Sacrifice to theftr Honour, 
and that pray God to accept of it. oh the acconnt 6f their lnter- 
ceſſion. Now in the Opinion of the Chureh of that con- 
ſiders the Communion, as a commemorative Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt, and as a Sacrifice of Praiſe” that is & op to 
upon it ; "theſe Words bear a good Senſe, which is, that 

nour the Memory of ſuch Saints, their 
Communion ; and this Aftion is 

on the account of their Interceffion, ' It} 
to be blamed, but the Superſtition _ F 
to their Interceſſion. But one ſees-2 
Yet theſe very Collefts are No 

in the preſent State of the Roman 

of the Maſs is believed tobe the very Body roiiory Serine 
which are there offered up, fo tor ro fy; Thar te 

for the Dead, and the Liv ng. Now to fay 

up tothe Honour of a $ajnt, or. to Pray that" it habe 
by Virtue of their Interceſſſ> is the moſt extravaga btn pumeg 
ons thing that can be imagi So that this clita of Doris 
hath rendred the Canon n of the Maſ , Ov im thoſe ad Bt 
which-they can pretend to ſome Aftiquiry, borh 1 a 
phemorns ! the Opin and Senſe y Wis "1 

ceived in that 4, 
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beginning of Queen Elizaber#s Reign, in which it is 
That in all time coming, Dottrines ave to be j judged and difEmined 
'9 be Herefies, by the Hi gh Court of Parkadede. with th# Aſſent of 


the Clergy m their Cotvicatine; as if by this the Cl | not 
pf a Judgment of Hereſy, withour' the of the Par- 
hawent. Hereſy being declared a Crime, Ti ferred a Ci- 
ril Puniſhment, the Parliament had alt le Reaſon to make 


their own Concurrence neceffary to a ſudgment upon” which ma* 

ny, Civil Effects were to follow. If the Judgment of Hereſy went 

no firther than Spirirual Cenſures, ther this Limitation vpon the. 
might be blamed a firtle.” What is'this, but-whar is 
BI in Prance, itt - on Cenſore that the prefent 
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Refleftions on' the Oxford Theſes, 
Pope paſſed in 1679, condemning ſome of the impious Opi- 
Hope pare bs 6h Caſuiſts, was declared to be of no force be 
cauſe it flowed from the Pope with the Court of the Ingui/atjon, 
which is not received in that Kingdom. - And neither the Bulls 
of Popes, nor the Decrees of Council are of any force there, but 
2s they are verified in Parliament, tho their Parliaments come 
far ſhort of the Authority of ours. $4 

XIX. Our Author excepts to King Henry the Eighth's abroga- 
ting thoſe Laws, Thar were Lepr by the Authority of the Ziſh s 
of Rome ; 4s if this included all thoſe Laws that were paſſed by th 
Comncils, in which Popes preſided ;, ſince the Canon- Law 1: compoſed of 
Synodal , as well as of Pontifical Laws. In this we will freely own 
to him, that ſince the time that the Popes have ſo far enſlaved 
the Biſhops, as to make them ſwear Obedience to them, we look 
upon all the Laws that have been made in Synods, compoſed of 
men ſo pre-engaged, as Papal Laws ; but this doth not at all touch 
thoſe Laws that paſled before that Authority was claimed: And 
indeed there never was a groſſer Abuſe put on the World , than 
the whole Canon Law. For, as for the firſt and ſounde't part of 
it, which is Gratiar's Decree, it was only a Comumor-place Book 
drawn up by a Man that was indeed, conſidering the Age in 
which he lived , of great Learning and good Judgment. But 
be was at that time fo ill furniſhed with all neceſlary helps to 
make him judge a right of his Matter, that it is an impudent 
thing in the Ages of more Knowledg, to pretend to keep up the 
Credic of 4 Book that was compiled in ſo dark, and fo corrupta 
Time. The reſt is yet worſt, made up of Conſtitutions, 
A lies, that had 
met for the three Ages preceding the Reformation, If King Henry 
had abrogated the Ancient Canons, our Author might have had 
ſome Colour for his Complaints. But the total abrogating of 
that courſe Compilationof the Canon-Laws, which never was 
founded on any good Authority, was ſo juſt a thing, that, there 
are very few Learned Men in the K9man Communion at preſent, 
that will not ay it were well for the Church if it were quite 
hos alide, ſince now all men but ſuch as our Author are aſhamed 
of it. 

XX. Our Author writes as if he intended to do Honour to the 
Memory of King Henry. For he cites theſe Words out of his 
Preface to his InjunAions z Which Agreement of the Clergy far br 

m 


think, to- bee re 
peer > Law! an Ordnance rele Ordnance ef God-y: hh 
thereupon erdered-it: to be Publiſhed, An man would 


be upon this induced-to approve mightily of the. King's method. 
Firſt to Autborize the Clergy to examine thoſe Matters,” and: af- 
terthat, to review their Determinations himſelf, before be dg 
bis Civil SanCtion to theme , Would .our | Author: have a 
rely blindly/on a) National Clergy, which is £0 og 
is acknowledged by all.the World 7 What: Judgment then 
follow but his own ? The Ciel Prerepandy be epplied = _ 
ters of Religion, as is acknowledged ; bands, upon the 
Jadgment of the Prince. For he can man , Even, in: the 
Principles of the Church.of Rome, except wheny he J$ - 
El, Among teas wy wr nad zo the Kipg's  arenc 

10ng the rances | "S 4P, 99. 
one reckoned up by -our Author is his taking Pope's 
Authority as Patriarch, in confirming the Met and his 
requiring his Clergy, ander the pains of Premunirez'to conſe- 
crate into Biſhopricks.avy. that he, ſhall nominate ; itis ig-. 
norance,. or ſomewhat worſe in oar Author, .it he will precend 
that the Authority of the Patriarchsover was of 
Primitive AT for by the Council of Nice, ev every NY Des. 
vince was an intire «within it ſelf; if the Clergy is under 
ſome ſervitude as to the promoting®thoſe nominated by the 
King, the Pope is renin ſame to the King of France | by the 
Cencordate ; and our ſubjeRion ig; this + ag does. not bind-our 
Conſciences,' but lies .only..on our Perſons . and, Benefices; 'and 
therefore when a caſe of Perſecution comes, we muſt reſolve to 
m—_— on a Premwrire, and worſe things too, if weare preſſed 


XXII. He adds tothis another grofs miſtake in Hiſtory, inti- P, ibid, 


mating thatthe Suppreſſion of Monaſteries was done by virtue of 
this Sypremacy z upon which he runs out into a long deduRtion of 
many Particulars relating to/that Aﬀair ; but this isall ſo falſe , 
that the Supremacy was not ſo much as once pretended. in it ; it 
went all upon Adts of Parliament, and the furrenders of the 
Monks : If the King ated violently and-unjuſtly in this matter, 
þ dat got ax} comren the Raton te 
premacy ; as for 0 0 a 
nation, and the alienation of Tagen] the violation < /axaxyy 
2 


| Refletiims ov the Oxford Theſes, | 
(Sacred); theſe ape general and dreadfat wordy;which loſe their 
Horror, when itis confidered; That the vaſt endowments of Mo- 
naſterics were"the ets of rhe | Superſtition! of thoſe Ages; ''in 
which the belief of the 'Redemption/ put 'of A by the 
faying of {b many Malles, xogerher with many falte Miracles, had 
prevailed fo far on the Ignorance and Credotiry of the World, ag 
todraw-the'beſtpurt'of the Wealth of Earope into-rhoſt Honſes; 
when, &- fay,- 1156 only the” ſcandalous Lives' of ' many Monks, 
which were itidved bacPerfooal Thifgs, 'but their falfe Miracles 
- and Relicks, a6d - above alt, 'the falſhood 'of redeeming- men out 
of Purgatory by | their means, were diſcovered, nodoubt it was 
lawful todifſo]ve all thoſe Endowments, and to turn their Wealth 
to better uſes; and if the King did not enongh that way, it was 
ſo much the-worſe for hint; but that doch not at all blemiſh the 
Reformition: -'So that all the long digrefſion he makes upon this 
Head, is impertigent tothe 'bu in hand,” which is the Su- 
premacy. 


if the D's of Parme, or a great mony other Princes, that 
have been-raiſed ont of the Patrimony of the Charch, would judg 
this to be good Daftrine ; and if the Church is aways e minor, 
ſo-that rhe Barptins« made 49 her frame may he ever recalled, tr 
world be ard to find what Berefi bath arifon to the Church or 
Chriftianiry. out of the Robbertes' that Popes have made to raiſe 
theiry Famnlies-; and it is 4 ſtrange piece of Impudence in- thefe 
men, who are always reproaching us with what ſome of our Prin 
ces did in the'time of the Reformation, when ail rhat put cope- 
ther, doth not #mount to the Injuſt ices that triwve- beery committed 
in one {mgle-Pomtificate of thofe whom they would have ins 1ook 
on as God's Froftees, and as ChrifFs"Vicars ; if they are not con- 
cerned in thoſe who are the Spirttual Heads of therr Church, 
much leſs are we borne wo -juſtifie aH-the Aftions- of thoſe who 

iy the Civil-and Temporal Heads of cer Chaveh. * 

X XTV.- Heres us that the hrs combed not pine away that which 
they had only for term of | Zift" TV know not how this cames to be 
debrvered dy our Anthor, at atime when the furrender-of fo ma- 

ny 


relatiiig to- the Englilh Refirwatior. = 

Charters to the King hath been Legal, though it wis 
= by. mea who bad noTire to who were ſo far trom 
having a to: them! for Team of Life, - that they bad only the 
Adminiſtration of them in an Annual Magiſtracy; fo that our Au- 
thor had beſt conſider how he advances ſach Poſitions, leſt he 
doth as much hurt one way, 35 he thinks to do ſervice another. 
In a word, our: Author hath 
and bath. arraigned - the fhon of them ſeverely, thoas he 
faid concerning'the barning of Hereticks, be would nor be thought 
19 plead for it mn this place, 


the Cauſe of the Monaſteries, 
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XXV. He accuſes King, Henry for giving Diſpenſ3tiong1a mat» P. 117, 


ters of Marriage againſt Eccletiaftical Canons, and becauſe hede- 
clared all Marriages to he lawful, - that were not againit God's 
Law : 'Here, if in any thing, the-perverſeneſs .of the. Chach of 
Rome appears, or-rather their deſign to oblige the World to have 
oft recourſe to:them, to pay tnem wel, and to depend rauch on 
them ; they have prohibited Marriage in many degrees, that were 


not forbid by the Law of God ; and to ballance this, they have. 


fuffered —_— to be contracted in the Degrees forbid by God; 
for the Pope's Power: of Diſpenling is promoted both ways; they 
have added a-new Contrivance of . Spiritaal Kindred ; and 3s the 
Prohibitions that they have fer up were unknawn to the Ancient 
- Church, fo the Degrees that they havedeclared diſpenſable, were 
believed by the Ancient Church to be moral and indifpenſable : 
And yer after all rhis corruption of Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline they 
are in great wrathatthe mers, becauie they It was 
fix to return o-the Degrees forbid /by rhe Law of eAdfofes, and 
to cut off theſe i Prohibizions, which were inventions 
to bring griſt to that Mill, where 21] things were to behad, io 
men will come -up to the Price. There follow here a great, many: 
Inſtances, in which King Henry exerciſed his Sapremacy, which 
our Author' aggravates- all. ke. can : Bur the Confiderations that 
were: propoſed in the firſt Part, feem tatty to fatighie all the dath-. 
cuties that can be rhought to.arilc out of thery.. 


XXVE. He «els us, that fach of the Privy  Coanci, as compli- P. 119, 


ed not with the Changosmatean King EdnarHs Days, were turn- 
& out after fame time; and.names Biſhop Torftdt,, Wriabefty the 
Chancellor, and the-Earl of 4rardeli: and he adds; That the King 
had bur. ane Parliament, cominued by Prorogation from Seffion an. 
Sdlkcn, till at lat iteuded in the Death of the Kivg. m_ are 

'4 Arers 


Refleftions on the Oxford Theſes, 

Matters of no great Conſequence, I confeſs : but theſe ſbew how 
c:releſs our Author was in examining the Story of our Reforan-. 
tion : and how eaſic he was to take up any Reports that might blaſt 
ir.'t' will not appear a very extraordinary thing to ſee PrivyCong. 
ſellors turned out, that do not concur with the Deſigns that pre- 
vail. Some ſuch things have poſlibly fallen out in our own Time; 
and Men have no great cauſe to complain of a ſevere Adminiſtrati. 
on, when this is all the Rigour that is ſhewed to thoſe who op. 
poſe themſelves to the Tide. But our Author was miſinformed 
in all theſe Particulars. Toxſtal went along with all that was doae, 
and was contented to protelt in Parliament againſt ſome Lays, 
bur 2s ſoon as they were m2de, he gave a ready Obedience to thers; 
and continned to be ſtill in the Council, during the Duke of $0. 
merſer's Miniſtry. HWriotheſly was not turned out till afrer ſome 
time; but immediately upon King Henry's Death, he had paſt an 
illegal Patent, upon which to prevent a ſeverer Sentence, he re- 
ſign'd his Place ; but he continued till to be of the Privy Couns 
cil. And the Earl of Arwndel continued to be of the Privy Coun- 
cil for many Years, apd long after fell to be in ill terms with the 
Duke of Northumberland ; and upori that an Enquiry was made 
into his Adminiſtration, and he was fined 12000 Ponnds. But 
it is no wonder to find our Author miſtaken in matters of this 
Nature, when in ſo publick a thing as that King Edward had bur 
one Parliament in/his whole Reign, he hath not been at the pains 
to turn over the Book of Statutes; for there he would have 
found, that King Edward's firlt Parliament was diſſolved the 1 54 
of. April 15523 and a Second Parliament was called, and 0 
the Firſt of Aferch following, and was diſſolved the laſt Day of 
that ſame Month. So that were two Parliaments in this 
Reign, and the Second was diſſolved by an At of the King's, and 
not by his Death. 1 do confeſs theſe are not great Matters; 
yet this may be drawn out of them, that our Author, who yours 
to have examined the Tranſations of that Time, with fo much 
exaCtneſs, took things upon truſt, without giving himſelf the trou- 
ble to enquire into them © critically, as was necellary for one 
that was reſolved to paſs a wet» > qr] 

XX VII. He expoſtulates-upon the Inhibition of preaching but 


vpon the Biſhops, except in their own Cathedrals ; which agrees 
ill with the Cenſure that Fox paſſes upon them, as Dumb Prelates. 
And after this there was a general [nhibition on the whole Clergy, 

| ring 


\", 


relating to the Engliſh Reformation. | 
dindring them to preach, till a Uniform Order of Dodrine ſhould 
be ſer out ; in which ſome Biſhops, and-other Learned Men, were 
then employed by the King's Order. for this Inhibition up-. 
on Biſhops to h, except in their rals, it is a Fiction 
of our A s, for which he can give no Voucher ; they were 
not ſo much as reſtrained from giving Licences to preach,much leſs. 
to preach themſelves over their Dioceſs. The ſecond and general 
Reltraint;as it was but for. a very. ſhort while,ſo the Thing is ye- 
ry doubtful, and- ſtands only on Faler's Credit, who was too 
careleſs a Writer-to be appealed to in any Matter of Conſequence. 
XXVIII, Our Author. cites here the Diſcourſe of Commurior in P. 1 34.. 
one kind, which by all appearance is that lately writ by. the. B:{bop. 
of nom This ſhews that the Author and the Publiſher. is the, 
me Perſon ; tho others pretend, that the Author is dead many 
Years ago. Butit ſeems the Publiſher thought fic at leaſt to add. 
ſome new touches : And ſince he did that, he might have thought 
it worth the while to have examined at leaſt- the Records publiſh-. 
ed by Dr, Burnet ; and his, Hiſtory it ſelf might have been con- 
ſidered, as-well as Mr, F»fers and Dr. Heylins. Bur fince it ſeems, 
our Author thought the Diſcourſe of the Communion. in one kind. 
fit to be recommended'by him, 1 will take the liberty to recom-. 
mend the Anſwer to it in French by Adonſieur Larroque, and that. 
lately writ in Engliſh, in which the diſingenuity of the Diſcourſe; 
mentioned by our Author, is laid open, beyond a!l poſſibility , of. 
replying, . | | | 
XXIX He tells us, that the Veneration of Images was defined, ___. 
in a General Council,the Second Nicene,. which Cauncil -alſojaſti-: * _ 
fies it by Antiquity. That Council -hath been lately ſufficiently.. 
expoſed by a Learned and Judicious Pen. , It was neither a- Gene-. 
ral Council, nor didit juſtifie what it defined by Antiquity. . The, 
falſhbood of ſome of their Allegations,and the impertinences of the. 
reſt, and the Inferences drawn from. thoſe pretended. Anthorities,, 
are all ſuch extravagant Things, that they give a juſt prejudice a». 
gainſt eyery thing that was defined by Men that were equally yoid 
of {incerity, and of common ſenſe, | 
XXX. There follows from this to the end of the. Chapter, a: 
long and laborious Vindication of the Clergy of Kin 4s... 
Time, in. which our Author endeavours, by many Inſtances, of 
which ſome were mentioned in the Firſt Part, to make _ita 
that the Clergy at that time gave only an outward te” | 


: 


' Refleftions on the Oxford Theſes, 
that they Atted againſt their Conſciences-; that the Severity of 
that Time, tho it went no further then to the ejeting them out 


of their Benefices, who refuſed to comply and totheimpriſoning ' 


of a very few, yet wrought fo much upon their weakneſs, and their 


love of Mony, that againſt their Perſwaſions, they complied both in * 


Subſcribing, Swearing, and Officiating in the Divine Service. This 
ſhews our Author's ſound and good Judgment,that leads him to fans 
cy, that he hath by this Plea done any thing but blackned then in 
the moſt infamous manner that'can be imagined. It had been 
much leſs ſcandalovs upon them to have owned that many of theny 
were weak and eaſte Men, ignorant and traftable, and ſo were apt 
to be ſeduced ; but that m Q. May's Time they retarn'd again 
to their old Perfwaſions. But this would not have ſerved our 
Author's turn, who wanted ſomewhat to excuſe his own treache- 
rovs Compliance againſt his Conſtience for ſo many Years, even 
afrer he had all that Convition, which he owns in his Book. But 
if he hopes to excuſe his Crimes, by ſhewing that his own Charch 
Ng in former koarrs Men a black — as CO 
, we do not envy lim this Apology. might per 

ve another deſign in it, but of the ee {ze of Sincerity and 
good Judgment with the other. He no doubt fancied, as many 
more perhaps did, that the Church of England had many more 
ſuch fa}ſe Brethren as Himſelf in her Boſom, who wanted only 
good Colours and a fair Occaton todeclare themſelves, and fo as 
he had .been preparing many Books,with which he hoped to over-: 
throw us, when ever the the time of publiſhing them Mould come; 
he 'fancied this Repreſentation that he gives of the y- 
ance of the Popiſh Party might offer to others like himfelf ſome 
excuſe for their diſſembling ſo long with God'and Man, only that 
they might enjoy the Profits of a Benefice ; ſince it cannot be ſo 
munch as pretended, that there was any other Temptation in the 
caſe. But God-be thanked he hath had few Companions in his 
Apoſtacy or Treachery, let him chooſe which he will. 

XX Xt. 'Onr Author cites a Paſſage ont of a Letter of Q. Mary's, 
written in her. Brother's time to the Privy: Council, in which there 
is a Period that overthrows a great many of his Aerttons. She 
ſays that ſhe was well aſſured, that the King her Fathers Laws were 
all allowed and conſented to withour compulſron by the whole Realm, both 
Spiritual- and Temporal. Now if the former part of the Citation 
he produces makes a little againſt the Changes in King Edward's 

; time. 
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relating to ci git penis. 
Gi that oor Reformers made in the” pg eſe: 
ſuch heinqus things Paco, ru * gry t 4 
- os Church hath wile th have of + / and” 
they have fo altered al] their of Divine” Offices, th: ff 
any will compare the Ordo Romanuz, "which * bo lal- c 
10th or 11th Century, with the al: at it will 
appear how inconfiderable the ges "that . our $8.3 | 
made, are, when compared to. thoſe ' of A orch. If any 
will rake the Pains to examine the Books of Ord ation , that are” 
colleted by Morin, he will ſee that the -which in one” 
Age were eſteemed the Forms of Or dinarion,” came, tobe con- 
ihered in another but as preparatory Devotions. And that the 
Prayers which. in one time were'only Bleſlings after Orders 
given, were at another time Jooked on, as the Sheri "Wards 
by which they were: r_ Since then” all chiefly 
that of Rome, have ſo often changed their Divine Offices, it is - 
a very unreaſonable thing, to reproach” the Church! of "Eng | 
for havitig"-done it” once' or twice in" the” beginning, "0 | 


Reformation. 


XXX v1. Our Author it ſeems thinks he hath' a priviledg tOP.176,273; 


reproach our Church, in ſpite of the: cleareſt Diſcoveries that 

can be made z ſo though that Worthy and Learned Perſon cis 

anſyered his two Diſcourſes _ Real Preſence, and 

the Adoration of the Sacrament, had the 'S* given in 
gs BEI 


Dr. Burner's Hiſtory, anſwered - the Ob = 


from the Alteration in the Article of he cron 

the Preſence, a deal of the Explanat 

Edward the Sixth's Time, wing ee ur oder Oren Sche: 
Yet it is clear, bythe Ori Subſcription, which '1 my ſelf 
viewed in Frome! Colledy Library that all the Clergy were of 
the ſame mind with thoſe of King Edward's T0 3 ary A 
on a prudential «Conſideration it was not ' 

publiſh ir; ſo that it was not caſt oat, but oppreſſed. Coin- 
mon Decency ſhould have obliged our Author not to have men- 
tioned - this any- more , or to have anſwered that which had 
been ſaid upon it. Bur it ſeems with the new Religion he 


hath got , he hath received a moſt indelible degree of Im- 
KXXVILL Our Author engages into a long enquiry concerit- p, 189, 


i the Articles of Religion _— were Printed in King HO 
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hath given jim ſuch- 31 Alſita60, of GUY: Ms Crowly 
and his Life. For he grants it here as he ſaid Bade cok he 
would not be clought to-joft qr bt oa 
place. Sorhere while he iv4n Tohrrrwne 8» 
ſonable Doltrines:- The 4:0 op6i which” he! adi 
them! is alſo! ſuitable to! the Coriderination it JF. Por he ſays” 
that this is the'O pinion' of ſeveral Cattiolieks This was modeſt. 
RG For tho it'iyttu6, that ſiveral of thofe het calls Cu 
, are:of this mind, yet all Catholicks are not- of-iti So 
that the DoQtrine of murdering Ki is at leaſt a probable ofie;" 
aad ſince the Decteey of the Kiwefot the- of 
Princes, fall not only owttiofe thar'ars Hereticks rhemſelves; bur 
even on the Fawors and F avikrore of Hereticks, 1 &b not fee how 
has Majeſty's Life is ſeetred For beſides the Prote Kigw" and Lj-- 


| berty that he grants ro Hereticksof his/own Domiritors, he hath ' 


recerved and encouraged the -Refages of iether Prince; which is 
to-be a Favoarer! of Heveſſe of the worft ſort Sv tliet if Hire 
doer were-in faſhion, Ido not Tes how our” re den bn ne 
kindelf.ogainR an [ndi@mentof Treaſon; -0r-af 
Information. Our Author t& If us ſee how waty ho'is ift his 
Conceſſions, as be calk-thersj-ends the Paragraph - with andthe; - 
I ſbat be granted" res For" it” yr bv will not 166K an 
RO Ne 
loca; better tine, 


XXXIX: Our: Author: pretends that Q; Hlihewys P. 1264 
was carrie mvet+ higher, chan' bow bert gr ! 
fy under K, Henry the 8th. The Allegation is talle; for th> Su 
premacy” way carried muck higher 'R. Hoy, ME hs 
under Queen E2:2abethy who; 29-ſhe' world notmartet ; 
tle of Head'of the Church; ſ6: ſhrexplaine+ her Supren 
in her own lajuiQtions, andin the' Ats'of ' Cortyceats 
liament thae followed, in-ſo anex whnyers 
Author himſelf hach nothing co'-objeRt to its* He forms als. 
infinoate, as- De King's Sapremaey were - any 

rt 


Refleftions on the Oxford Theſes, 


of England, and on the Praftice of the Church for = Ages; 
and King Henry receiv'd no new ſtrengthoing of his Title by 
the Att of the Clergy, Which did not confer any'new A 

on him, but only declared that which was already inherent in' 
him. k | 
XL; Our Author enters into a long Diſcourſe to prove the 
Invalidity of Orders granted in our Church, which he doth fo 
weakly, and yert as he doth all other things ſo rediouſly, and with 
ſo much Confuſion, that I-have no mind to follow him in all his 
wandrings. He ſeems to queſtion the Authority of S»fragas Bi- 
ſhops, who though they were limited as to their 7uriſdifion, 
yo as to their Order, they were the ſame with the other 
Biſhops. 

The Proceedings in Queen _ Time,were too full of Irregu- 
larity and Violence, to be' brought as Proofs, that the Orders gi- 
ven by King Edward's Book, were not valid. In a word, the 
Foundation of that falſe Opinion of ſome of the Church of Rome, 
was that ever ſince the Time of the Council of Florence, the 
Form in which Prieſts Orders were conferred, was believed to be 
the delivering the Sacred Veſlels, with a & #0 offer Sacrifices 
for the Dead and Living. So they reckoned, that we had no true 
Prieſts, ſince that Ceremony was ſtruck out of our Ordinel. But 
the folly of all this is apparent, ſince M-n began to examine the 
Ancient Rituals ; and thoſe which have been publiſhed by Mort 
us, ſhew, that as this Rite is iar to the Roman Church, fo 
it was-not received beforethe Ninth Centary. And ſince all Ords- 
ations, during the firſt Eight Centuries, were done by the Impo. 
ſition of Hands and Prayer, then there can be no reaſon to que- 
ſtion our Orders, ſince we retain {till all that the Ancient Church 
thought neceſlary. | x 

As for the common Obſervation of our Ordinals not being en- 
ated by Queen Elizabeth, before the Eighth Year of her Reign, 
it hath been ſo oft made and anſwered, that I am amazed to ſee 
our Author urge -it any further. Would he that hath diſputed 
ſo much againſt the Civil Authorities medling in Matters Sacred, 
annul our Orders, becauſe the Law was not fo clearly worded, 
with Relation to that part of our Offices ? The moſt that can 
poſlibly be made out of this, is, that the Ordinations were not 
quite legal ; ſo that one might have diſputed the payment of the 
Fraits. _ But this hath no rclatioa to us, as we axe a Church; in 
that 
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| have n woes gone over all 'that 1 
tedious "The darkneſs my 
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it, In it one may ſee how mnch a Min may labour and 

to yery little purpoſe. For how unhappy er the Author 
hath been in his pains, it cannot be denied but he hath been 
at a great deal to compaſs ir. But a Man that neither ſees 
things diſtinitly, nor judges well of them, the more he toils 
=abonr them; he 

_ So that never was ſo much pains taken to leſs pur- 
poſe. 

If our Author gives us many more Books of this ſize, both Aa$ 
to Sincerity and Y -<# Reaſoning, he will quickly cy the 
World of the Miſtake in which they were 

He paſſed once for a Learned Man, eytfes por 1-" ſtil}, 
if he nor taken care whe gd ſee, by ſo many 

repeated Eſſays, tiow falſe a Title he hath to thar Reputati- 
on which had fallen upon him. But it ſeems his Sincerity 
and good Judgment are of a piece. Orherwiſe as he could 
not obtrude on the World the falſchoods concerning latter 
times, and the Ignorance of Antiquity that appears in all his 
Books ; ſo when many have been at the pains to diſcover 
both his Miſtakes, and his Impoſtures; He would either have 
Gnfelled” ther, or forme way—excnfedt —rhem——Bnr-it-is-no- 
wonder to ſee a Man that diſſembled fo long with God, and 
that lied ſo oft to him, ſerye the World now, as he did his 
God for” ſo ney Years, 
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